
THE GREAT SALVATION PLAN OF GOD
—BRINGING MANY SONS TO GLORY—

The death of the Son of God ransomed a people
for God from every tribe and language and nation.

• (Revelation 5:9–10 LSB) And they sang a new
song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the scroll
and to open its seals, because You were slain
and purchased for God with Your blood people
from every tribe and tongue and people and
nation. 10 And You made them to be a
kingdom and priests to our God, and they will
reign upon the earth.”

The transaction between the Father and the Son
in the death of Christ was so powerful that it secured
absolutely, for all time and eternity, everything
needed to bring the bride of Christ safely and
beautifully to everlasting joy.

Romans 8:32 may be the most important verse
in the Bible, because it establishes the unshakable
connection between the greatest event in the
universe and the greatest future imaginable.

• (Romans 8:32 LSB) He who indeed did not
spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for
us all, how will He not also with Him graciously
give us all things?

Indeed. How will he not! All things. All things!

• (1 Corinthians 3:21–23 LSB) So then let no one
boast in men. For all things belong to you, 22
whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world
or life or death or things present or things to
come; all things belong to you, 23 and you
belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.

All things ours. Because the Father did not
spare the Son.When Christ died, everything—
absolutely everything—that his people need to make
it through this world in holiness and love was
invincibly secured. God the Father predestined it—
everything we need—and promised it to us.
_____________________________________
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1. God’s great salvation plan for humans from the
very beginning was one of glory and honor toward
his human creation, 2:5-8.

• (Hebrews 2:5–8a LSB) For He did not subject to
angels the world to come, concerning which we
are speaking. 6 But one has testified
somewhere, saying, “WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU
REMEMBER HIM? OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT YOU ARE
CONCERNED ABOUT HIM? 7 “YOU HAVE MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE
WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS; YOU HAVE CROWNED HIM
WITH GLORY AND HONOR, AND HAVE APPOINTED HIM OVER THE
WORKS OF YOUR HANDS; 8 YOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS IN
SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET.” For in subjecting all
things to him, He left nothing that is not
subject to him.

A. God did not subject the world to come to angels.

B. God created humans in his own image with glory and
honor and gave them dominion over his very good
creation and the world to come.

• (Genesis 1:27–28b, 31a LSB) And God
created man in His own image, in the image of
God He created him; male and female He created
them. 28 God blessed them … fill the earth,
and subdue it; and have dominion” … And God
saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very
good.

To grasp the significance of man’s original exalted
position and God’s plan to bring many sons to glory we
must revisit the events where glory and honor were lost.
And we must pay much closer attention or we will miss
the wonder and the splendor of our great salvation.

2. Adam and Eve rebelled and forfeited our original
position of glory and honor.

A. All humans now fall short of the glory of God.

• (Romans 3:23 LSB) For all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God.

B. Eve was deceived and traded away her glory as an
image bearer of God for self-glory.

• (Genesis 3:5 LSB) For God knows that in
the day you eat from it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.

• (Genesis 3:13 LSB) Then Yahweh God
said to the woman, “What is this you
have done?” And the woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.”

C. Eve traded the truth of God—“you will surely die”—
for the lie of the serpent—“You surely will not die!”

• (Romans 1:25 LSB) For they exchanged the
truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served
the creature rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever. Amen.

• (Genesis 2:17 LSB) But from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, you shall
not eat from it; for in the day that you
eat from it you will surely die.”

• (Genesis 3:4 LSB) And the serpent said
to the woman, “You surely will not die!”

D. God was telling the truth—Adam and Eve surely died.

• (Romans 6:23a LSB) For the wages of sin is
death.

• (Hebrews 2:2b LSB) … and every trespass
and disobedience received a just penalty.

E. Adam and Eve were thrust out of paradise and into
the darkness with no hope of returning.

• (Genesis 3:23–24 LSB) Therefore Yahweh
God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to
cultivate the ground from which he was
taken. 24 So He drove the man out; and at
the east of the garden of Eden He
stationed the cherubim and the flaming
sword which turned every direction to
guard the way to the tree of life.

Adam and Eve had fallen from their position as rulers
over God’s very good creation to slaves of sin and Satan.

F. The entire world is now under the just penalty of God
and under the dominion of Satan—death and
judgment are inevitable.

• (Hebrews 9:27 LSB) And inasmuch as it
is appointed for men to die once and after this
comes judgment.

• (Colossians 3:6–7 LSB) On account of
these things, the wrath of God is coming upon
the sons of disobedience, 7 and in them you
also once walked, when you were living
in them.

• (Ephesians 5:6 LSB) Let no one deceive
you with empty words, for because of
these things the wrath of God comes upon the
sons of disobedience.

3. God’s great salvation plan is to return humans to a
position of glory and honor whereby we will rule
with Jesus in the world to come.
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• (Hebrews 2:8b–10 LSB) But now we do not
yet see all things subjected to him. But we do see
Him who was made for a little while lower than the
angels—Jesus, because of the suffering of
death crowned with glory and honor, so
that by the grace of God He might taste death for
everyone. 10 For it was fitting for Him, for
whom are all things, and through whom
are all things, in bringing many sons to glory,
to perfect the author of their salvation through
sufferings.

A. We do not now see man’s return to glory as humans
still fall short of the glory of God.

• (Romans 3:23 LSB) For all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God.

B. But what we do see is Jesus experiencing death so
that God may bring us to glory.

C. And we see God bringing many sons to glory to
perfect Jesus the author of salvation, 2:10.

D. It is fitting that the focus of God’s great salvation is
primarily about God and his glory, and not us, since
all things are for God and through God.

E. So to understand God’s great salvation we must pay
much closer attention—>everything is about God and
his glory and his purpose.

• (Romans 11:36 LSB) For from Him and
through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be
the glory forever. Amen.

• (1 Timothy 1:17 LSB) Now to the King of
the ages, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

F. It is fitting then that God to his glory will bring many
sons to glory.

G. And at the same time it was fitting in regard to the
divine nature of God that Jesus would be perfected in
his role as author of our salvation to his glory.

• (Luke 24:25 LSB) And He said to them,
“O foolish ones and slow of heart to
believe in all that the prophets have
spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ
to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?”

• (Mark 14:36 LSB) And He was saying,
“Abba! Father! All things are possible for
You; remove this cup from Me; yet not
what I will, but what You will.”

• (Luke 22:41–42 LSB) And He withdrew
from them about a stone’s throw, and

He knelt down and began to pray, 42
saying, “Father, if You are willing,
remove this cup from Me, yet not My will,
but Yours be done.”

4. God’s great salvation plan began in the mind of
God within the triune council of Father, Son and
Holy Spirit in eternity past before the created world.

• (1 Corinthians 2:7, 9–10 LSB) But we
speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the
wisdom which has been hidden, which God
predestined before the ages to our glory … But
just as it is written, “THINGSWHICH EYE HAS NOT
SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED
THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE
WHO LOVE HIM.” 10 But to us God revealed them
through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches all
things, even the depths of God.

Predestined… προορίζω [proorizo /pro·or·id·zo/] …
to predetermine, decide beforehand; in the NT of God
decreeing from eternity; to foreordain, appoint
beforehand.

A. The great salvation plan of God was predetermined in
the mind of God before the ages to our glory.

• (Ephesians 1:3–10 LSB) Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places
in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and blameless before Him in love, 5
by predestining us to adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of
His grace, which He graciously bestowed
on us in the Beloved.

• (Acts 4:27–28 LSB) For truly in this city
there were gathered together against
Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate,
along with the Gentiles and the peoples
of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your
purpose predestined to occur.

• (2 Timothy 1:9 NLT) For God saved us and
called us to live a holy life. He did this, not
because we deserved it, but because that
was his plan from before the beginning of time—
to show us his grace through Christ
Jesus.
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B. God’s great salvation plan is the previously hidden
wisdom of God.

• (Romans 11:33–36 LSB) Oh, the depth
of the riches and wisdom and knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are His judgments
and unfathomable His ways! 34 For WHO HAS
KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, ORWHO BECAME HIS
COUNSELOR? 35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT
MIGHT BE REPAID TO HIM? 36 For from Him and
through Him and to Him are all things.
To Him be the glory forever. Amen.

C. This wisdom is as far beyond our human categories
and ways of thinking as the heavens are above the
earth.

CounterintuitiveWonders…I invite you into a
biblical world of counterintuitive wonders. I will argue
that these wonders are not illogical or contradictory, but
they are different from our usual ways of seeing the
world—so different that our first reaction is often to say,
“That can’t be.” But the “can’t” is in our minds, not in
reality. “How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways!” (Rom. 11:33).” [Ibid. (p. 14).]

• (Isaiah 55:8–9 LSB) For My thoughts are
not your thoughts, Nor are your ways
My ways,” declares Yahweh. 9 For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, So are
My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts
than your thoughts.

• (Ephesians 3:20–21 LSB) Now to Him who
is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that
we ask or understand, according to the
power that works within us, 21 to Him be
the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations forever and ever. Amen.

D. We only know this wisdom when it is revealed to us
by the Spirit.

• (1 Corinthians 2:10–12 LSB) But to us God
revealed them through the Spirit, for the Spirit
searches all things, even the depths of God. 11
For who among men knows the depths
of a man except the spirit of the man
which is in him? Even so the depths of
God no one knows except the Spirit of
God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit
of the world, but the Spirit who is from
God, so that we may know the depths graciously
given to us by God.

E. By this revealed wisdom we know the will of God—
what he has prepared for those who love him.

• (1 Corinthians 2:9 ESV) But, as it is
written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the heart of man imagined, what God has
prepared for those who love him”—

• (Matthew 25:34 LSB) Then the King will
say to those on His right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom, which has been prepared for you from
the foundation of the world.

• (James 1:12 LSB) Blessed is a man who
perseveres under trial; for once he has
been approved, he will receive the crown of life
which the Lord has promised to those who love
Him.

F. By this revealed wisdom we know that all things will
work together for good for those who love God.

• (Romans 8:28–30 LSB) And we know
that for those who love God all things work
together for good, for those who are called
according to His purpose. 29 Because
those whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to become conformed to the image of
His Son, so that He would be the firstborn
among many brothers; 30 and those whom
He predestined, He also called; and those
whom He called, He also justified; and those
whom He justified, He also glorified.

5. God’s great salvation plan is the only escape from
the just penalty for our sin, 2:1-4.

• (Hebrews 2:1–4 LSB) For this reason we must
pay much closer attention to what we have heard,
lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken
through angels proved unalterable, and
every trespass and disobedience received
a just penalty, 3 how will we escape if we
neglect so great a salvation? That salvation,
first spoken by the Lord, was confirmed to us by
those who heard, 4 God also testifying with
them, both by signs and wonders and by
various miracles and by gifts of the Holy
Spirit according to His own will.


