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Jesus Christ and him crucified …
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• (1 CORINTHIANS 1:23 ESV) BUT WE

PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED, A STUMBLING

BLOCK TO JEWS AND FOLLY TO GENTILES.

• (1 CORINTHIANS 2:2 ESV) FOR I DECIDED

TO KNOW NOTHING AMONG YOU EXCEPT

JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED.
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I. THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS REVEALS TWO CATEGORIES
OF PEOPLE WHO OCCUPY OUR PLANET—THOSE WHO ARE
PERISHING AND THOSE WHO ARE BEING SAVED, 1:18.

• (1 Corinthians 1:18 ESV) For the word of
the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Craig Blomberg…Paul’s thesis affirms that
there are only two kinds of people in the world—
those in the process of perishing and those in the
process of being saved (v. 18). Each will
respond to the gospel message in
diametrically opposite ways. [Blomberg, C.
(1994). 1 Corinthians (p. 52). Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan Publishing House.]

II. THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS DESTROYS AND MAKES
FOOLISH THE MESSAGE OF THOSE WHO ARE PERISHING,
1:19-20.

• (1 Corinthians 1:19–20 ESV) For it is
written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the discernment of the discerning
I will thwart.” 20 Where is the one who is
wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world?

III. WE PREACH OUR FOOLISH MESSAGE—THE MESSAGE OF
THE CROSS—TO SAVE THOSE WHO BELIEVE AND not TO
ACCOMMODATE THE DEMANDS AND DESIRES OF THE
PERISHING, 1:21-22.

• (1 Corinthians 1:21–22 ESV) For since, in
the wisdom of God, the world did not know
God through wisdom, it pleased God
through the folly of what we preach to save
those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs
and Greeks seek wisdom.

Mark Taylor … In other words, Paul’s commitment to
preach Christ crucified is grounded in God’s
determination to save those who believe the message
of the cross (1:21), even though Jews and
Gentiles alike reject the message (1:22–
23b). The message does not fall on deaf ears,
however, since to those whom God has
called, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is
God’s power and God’s wisdom (1:24).
[Taylor, M. (2014). 1 Corinthians. (E. R.

Clendenen, Ed.) (Vol. 28, p. 70). Nashville,
TN: B&H Publishing Group.]

ANSWERING Why … WE PREACH THE MESSAGE OF THE
CROSS … To save those who believe …

• (Luke 22:66–67 ESV) When day came, the
assembly of the elders of the people
gathered together, both chief priests and
scribes. And they led him away to their
council, and they said, 67 “If you are the
Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell
you, you will not believe.”

• (John 3:14–18 ESV) And as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For
God so loved the world, that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. 17
For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. 18
Whoever believes in him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the
name of the only Son of God.

• (John 3:36 ESV) Whoever believes in the Son
has eternal life; whoever does not obey the
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God
remains on him.

• (John 4:41–42 ESV) And many more believed
because of his word. 42 They said to the
woman, “It is no longer because of what
you said that we believe, for we have heard
for ourselves, and we know that this is
indeed the Savior of the world.”

• (John 5:24 ESV) Truly, truly, I say to you,
whoever hears my word and believes him
who sent me has eternal life. He does not
come into judgment, but has passed from
death to life.

• (John 6:29 ESV) Jesus answered them,
“This is the work of God, that you believe in
him whom he has sent.”

• (John 6:40 ESV) For this is the will of my
Father, that everyone who looks on the Son
and believes in him should have eternal life,
and I will raise him up on the last day.

OUTLINE … (1 Corinthians 1:18–2:5 ESV)
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• (John 6:47 ESV) Truly, truly, I say to you,
whoever believes has eternal life.

• (John 8:24 ESV) I told you that you would
die in your sins, for unless you believe that I
am he you will die in your sins.

• (John 17:8 ESV) For I have given them the
words that you gave me, and they have
received them and have come to know in
truth that I came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me.

• (John 20:30–31 ESV) Now Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; 31 but
these are written so that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his
name.

• (Acts 4:1–4 ESV) And as they were
speaking to the people, the priests and the
captain of the temple and the Sadducees
came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed
because they were teaching the people and
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from
the dead. 3 And they arrested them and
put them in custody until the next day, for
it was already evening. 4 But many of those
who had heard the word believed, and the
number of the men came to about five
thousand.

• (Acts 13:46–48 ESV) And Paul and
Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was
necessary that the word of God be spoken
first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are
turning to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord
has commanded us, saying, “ ‘I have made
you a light for the Gentiles, that you may
bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ”
48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began
rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as
many as were appointed to eternal life believed.

• (Acts 18:27–28 ESV) And when he wished
to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged
him and wrote to the disciples to welcome
him. When he arrived, he greatly helped
those who through grace had believed, 28 for
he powerfully refuted the Jews in public,
showing by the Scriptures that the Christ
was Jesus.

• (2 Thessalonians 1:9–10 NLT) They will be
punished with eternal destruction, forever

separated from the Lord and from his
glorious power. 10 When he comes on that
day, he will receive glory from his holy
people—praise from all who believe. And this
includes you, for you believed what we told
you about him.

IV. WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED—THE MESSAGE OF THE
CROSS—TO BRING THE POWER OF GOD AND THE WISDOM
OF GOD TO THOSE WHO ARE CALLED, 1:23-24.

• (1 Corinthians 1:23–24 ESV) But we preach
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews
and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God.

V. PREACHING THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS ELIMINATES ALL
HUMAN PRIDE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, 1:25-31.

• (1 Corinthians 1:25–31 ESV) For the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and
the weakness of God is stronger than men.
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not
many of you were wise according to worldly
standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth. 27 But God
chose what is foolish in the world to shame
the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; 28 God chose
what is low and despised in the world, even
things that are not, to bring to nothing
things that are, 29 so that no human being might
boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of
him you are in Christ Jesus, who became
to us wisdom from God, righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, 31 so that,
as it is written, “Let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord.”

VI. DECIDING TO KNOW NOTHING EXCEPT JESUS CHRIST AND
HIM CRUCIFIED PRESERVES THE GOSPEL, 2:1-5.

• (1 Corinthians 2:1–5 ESV) And I, when I
came to you, brothers, did not come
proclaiming to you the testimony of God
with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness
and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my
speech and my message were not in
plausible words of wisdom, but in
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demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5
so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men
but in the power of God.

Preaching the message of the cross—Jesus
Christ and him crucified—cleanses our hearts
and minds of human wisdom and sharpens our
focus and our passion for the gospel.

A. Preaching the message of the cross strips away the
pretentiousness of humans and so preserves the holy
and pure testimony of God (the gospel), 2:1.

Pretentious… characterized by assumption of
dignity or importance, especially when exaggerated or
undeserved; attempting to impress by affecting
greater importance, talent, culture, etc., than is actually
possessed.

B. Deciding to know nothing—first and foremost Jesus
Christ and him crucified—provides clarity and passion
for the testimony of God above all else, 2:2.

C. Deciding to know nothing—first and foremost Jesus
Christ and him crucified—provides us with a singular
focus and a passion for the testimony of God above all
else, 2:2.

D. The message of the cross is not dependent on us but
is a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 2:3-4.

E. The message of the cross strains the lies and
impurities of human effort and wisdom from our faith
enabling us to rest in the power of God, 2:5.

_______________________________________________

Commentary notes for further study…

His [Paul’s] manner of preaching did not conform to a desire
to win the approval of his audience, nor was it based on the
schemes of human intelligence. Both empty the cross of its
effectiveness. [Taylor, M. (2014). 1 Corinthians. (E. R.
Clendenen, Ed.) (Vol. 28, p. 79). Nashville, TN: B&H
Publishing Group.]

Paul continues to address the problem of ‘wisdom’
preaching in Corinth. Some person (or persons) was placing
too much emphasis on the ‘wisdom’ of the Greeks,
expressed as this was in fulsome rhetoric. Speechmaking
was highly developed and prized among the Greeks. It was
even a form of popular entertainment, with speakers using

various verbal skills to win the applause of crowds. Public
speaking competitions were held throughout the Greek
cities and were probably part of the local games held every
two years at nearby Isthmia. [Barnett, P. (2000). 1
Corinthians: Holiness and Hope of a Rescued People (p. 42).
Ross-shire, Scotland: Christian Focus Publications.]

With this paragraph Paul concludes his argument that both
the message of the cross itself and the Corinthians’ very
existence as believers stand in contradiction to their present
posturing regarding “wisdom.” [Fee, G. D. (2014). The First
Epistle to the Corinthians. (N. B. Stonehouse, F. F. Bruce, G. D.
Fee, & J. B. Green, Eds.) (Revised Edition, p. 93). Grand
Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company.]

In every possible way Paul has tried to show them the folly
of their present fascination with wisdom, which has inherent
within it the folly of self-sufficiency and self-congratulation.
[Ibid. (p. 94).]

He did not attempt to distinguish himself in either
eloquence or philosophical reasoning because he had
already “resolved to know nothing…except Jesus Christ
and him crucified.” This is the “testimony about God” to
which he bore witness while he was among them. [Ibid. (pp.
96-97).]

To know nothing” does not mean that he left all other
knowledge aside, but rather that he had the gospel, with its
crucified Messiah, as his singular focus and passion while he
was among them. [Ibid. (p. 97).]

Engberg-Pedersen comments, “Preaching the gospel in
ways that exhibit human wisdom would be an expression of
self-assertion and would thus go directly against the content
of the gospel.” [Garland, D. E. (2003). 1 Corinthians (p. 82).
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.]

Paul’s reminiscence that he resolved to know nothing
among them except Jesus Christ, and him crucified, does
not promote anti-intellectualism but explains his modus
operandi. His style was not attributable to some rhetorical
ineptitude on his part but to a conscious decision.…He
deliberately chose to set aside any methods that would
showcase his own knowledge and wisdom. [Ibid. (p. 84).]


