THE BLESSING OF REVELATION

BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO READS ALOUD THE WORDS OF THIS
PROPHECY, AND BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HEAR, AND WHO KEEP
WHAT IS WRITTEN IN IT, FOR THE TIME IS NEAR.
(REVELATION 1:3 ESV)

• (Revelation 1:1–3 ESV) The revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave him to show to his servants the things
that must soon take place. He made it known by sending
his angel to his servant John, 2 who bore witness to the
word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to
all that he saw. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the
words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear,
and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.

The word of God provides the only
accurate, reliable account of salvation
through Christ, his identity (who he is) and
his role (what he does) and the future
events on God’s calendar.

1. The blessing of revelation is that we can endure
and live with hope in view of the things that
must soon take place.
A) God’s revelation of things to come gives us a
perspective that allows us to faithfully endure
the trials of life.
•

A) God the Father gave this revelation to Jesus
Christ.
B) Christ is revealed in his glory.
C) Christ shows his servants future events.

(1 Peter 1:6–7 ESV) In this you rejoice,
though now for a little while, if
necessary, you have been grieved by
various trials, 7 so that the tested
genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that perishes
though it is tested by fire—may be
found to result in praise and glory
and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Only God knows the future and he has
given Christ the authority and stewardship to
show his servants certain future events. These
future events are imminent—they “must soon
take place.”
Imminent means … about to happen; ready
to take place; happening soon.

B) God’s revelation of things to come gives us a
strong foundation for hope.
•

(1 Peter 1:13 ESV) Therefore,
preparing your minds for action, and
being sober-minded, set your hope
fully on the grace that will be brought
to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ.

3. The blessing of revelation equips us to
overcome the sinful precedents and practices
of Israel and the Church.
The precedent set before us in the Old and
New Testaments is one of religious business as
usual which was not centered on God, the word
of God and the Messiah of God. The witness of
Scripture testifies throughout that the majority of
those who profess to know and worship the one
true God do not honor God and his word. It is
little wonder then that the Messiah revealed in
Scripture was and is rejected by most people.

2. The blessing of revelation is that we have an
eternally reliable witness— the word of God—
for everything we need to know, 1:1-2.
•

(Revelation 1:1–2 ESV) The revelation of
Jesus Christ, which God gave him to
show to his servants the things that must
soon take place. He made it known by
sending his angel to his servant John, 2
who bore witness to the word of God and
to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to
all that he saw.

The damning evidence against the majority voice in
Israel and the professing Church:
A) Israel failed to embrace Messiah even
though the presence of Messiah is evident
(2)

from the very beginning of Scripture and
continues throughout the OT.
—Walter Kaiser give us this information concerning Old
Testament appearances of Christ … Jesus is first seen

world, and people loved the darkness rather than
the light because their works were evil.

C) *****The Christ who is revealed in Scripture
was rejected by the majority voice—the
stewards of God’s word and the leaders of
Israel—who did not know God.

in the Old Testament as the person who
appeared as “the Angel of the Lord” in his sudden
confrontation with Sarah’s maidservant, Hagar
(Genesis 16:7). Thereafter, he continued to
appear intermittently throughout the earlier
books of the Old Testament. These real
occurrences, initiated by God, were characterized
by the fact that they were convincing revelations
of his person and work, as much as they were
also transitory, fleeting, but audible and clearly
visible appearances. He came temporally in the
form of a human, much before his final
incarnation as a babe in Bethlehem, yet this
same “Angel of the LORD” is called and is
addressed often as “the LORD/Yahweh” himself
(Genesis 12:7; 17:1; 19:1; etc.).

•

(Jeremiah 2:8–9 ESV) The priests did
not say, “Where is the LORD?” Those
who handle the law did not know me; the
shepherds transgressed against me; the
prophets prophesied by Baal and went
after things that do not profit. 9
Therefore I still contend with you,
declares the LORD, and with your
children’s children I will contend.

Here is the irony and the tragedy then:
i)
ii)

B) Israel failed to embrace Messiah in spite of
hundreds of prophecies.
—Walter Kaiser again concerning Old Testament
prophecies of the Coming Messiah … In addition to
the real presence of Jesus as the Angel of the
Lord/God, J. Barton Payne listed some 574 verses in
the Old Testament that had direct personal messianic
foretellings. … This number was exceeded only by
Alfred Edersheim, who noted that in some 558
rabbinic writings in pre-Christian times, there
were some 456 separate Old Testament/Tanak passages
used to refer to the Messiah or to messianic times!
So we have the Messiah announced at the
very beginning of Scripture … he makes several
appearances throughout the OT … and there are
hundreds of prophecies speaking of his first and
second coming to this earth.
So then how can it be that the true light
comes into the world he made and is not known
by the people of the world that he made and is
rejected by his own people? How can that be?
• (John 1:9–11 ESV) The true light, which
gives light to everyone, was coming into
the world. 10 He was in the world, and
the world was made through him, yet the
world did not know him. 11 He came to
his own, and his own people did not
receive him.
• (John 3:19 ESV) And this is the
judgment: the light has come into the

iii)
iv)
v)

They were not concerned about the
presence of the LORD.
Their “handlers of the law” did not know the
LORD.
• (2 Timothy 2:15 ESV) Do your best to
present yourself to God as one
approved, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.
They professed worship of the LORD but
prophesied by a false God—Baal.
Their leaders were rebels.
But they “loved church” … They had
shaped and formed their worship of God
according to their whims and desires, and
they loved the “church” of their creation.
• (Jeremiah 5:30–31 NIV) A horrible and
shocking thing has happened in the
land: 31 The prophets prophesy lies,
the priests rule by their own
authority, and my people love it this way.
But what will you do in the end?

Here is the irony and the tragedy now:
The same approach to God and worship
and salvation is the majority voice today. People
love church and they love worship … but too
often it is church and worship as they have
created it … God and his word are used but not
revered.

The damning evidence continues:
D) Astounding: The Jews of Jesus’s day had
never heard the voice of God and did not
(3)

have God’s word abiding in them.
•

behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11
saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it
to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna
and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and
to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

(John 5:37–40 ESV) And the
Father who sent me has
himself borne witness about
me. His voice you have never heard,
his form you have never seen,
38 and you do not have his word
abiding in you, for you do not
believe the one whom he has
sent. 39 You search the Scriptures
because you think that in them you
have eternal life; and it is they that
bear witness about me, 40 yet you
refuse to come to me that you may
have life.

In those letters to the churches … to
Ephesus in 2:7, to Smyrna in 2:11, to
Pergamum in 2:17, to Thyatira in 2:26, to
Sardis in 3:5, to Philadelphia in 3:11 and to
Laodicea in 3:21 … we have the familiar soulstirring overcomer promises ... such as … He
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will
grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the
Paradise of God … To him who overcomes, to him
I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will
give him a white stone … He who overcomes will
thus be clothed in white garments … He who
overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments
… and I will confess his name before My Father
and before His angels …

E) The many who succumb to the majority
voice and refuse to accept and believe in
the revealed Christ of Scripture will remain
on the road to destruction.
•

(Matthew 7:13 ESV) Enter by the
narrow gate. For the gate is wide and
the way is easy that leads to
destruction, and those who enter by it are

But what we may have overlooked … is the
context for these promises. Five of the seven were
being called not so much to overcome the world but to
overcome sin in their churches …

many.
•

(Matthew 7:21–23 ESV) Not everyone
who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but the one
who does the will of my Father who is

These churches were not ready … seventyone percent of the churches Christ visited and
evaluated were facing the judgment of God and
were called to repent.

in heaven. 22 On that day many will say
to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in your name, and cast out demons in
your name, and do many mighty
works in your name?’ 23 And then will
I declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from me, you workers of
lawlessness.’

Here is a partial list of things for which they
needed to repent …
• Violation of the great commandment to love
God first,

They tolerated …
•
•
•
•
•

More damning evidence from Jesus’s evaluation of
the churches in Revelation:
***The Apostle John was commissioned to write to
the churches …
•
•

(Revelation 1:4 ESV) John to the seven
churches that are in Asia …
(Revelation 1:10–11 ESV) I was in the
Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard

sexual immorality,
false teaching,
false teachers,
a false gospel,
so blinded by their pride they had no idea as
to how far from faithful service to God they
had fallen.
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