“MOSES, TELL THE PEOPLE
TO MOVE FORWARD.”

Don’t be afraid!
Stand still and you
will see the Lord
save you today.

THE LORD …

OUTLINE EXODUS 14: YAHWEH SAVES THE DAY!
I. The LORD outlines his plan to save the people
of Israel and to demonstrate his glory, 14:1-4.
•

•

chariots of Egypt with officers over all of
them. 8 And the LORD hardened the
heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he
pursued the people of Israel while the
people of Israel were going out defiantly.
9 The Egyptians pursued them, all
Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and his
horsemen and his army, and overtook
them encamped at the sea, by Pihahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.

(Exodus 14:1–4 ESV) Then the LORD
said to Moses, 2 “Tell the people of Israel
to turn back and encamp in front of Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in
front of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp
facing it, by the sea. 3 For Pharaoh will
say of the people of Israel, ‘They are
wandering in the land; the wilderness
has shut them in.’ 4 And I will harden
Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue
them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh
and all his host, and the Egyptians shall
know that I am the LORD.” And they did
so.
(Exodus 13:17–18 ESV) When Pharaoh
let the people go, God did not lead them
by way of the land of the Philistines,
although that was near. For God said,
“Lest the people change their minds
when they see war and return to Egypt.”
18 But God led the people around by the
way of the wilderness toward the Red
Sea. And the people of Israel went up out
of the land of Egypt equipped for battle.

III. Application: As the LORD unfolds his plan,
we must remember to set our minds on him
and not look to the threat at hand or we will fall
prey to fearful minds of unbelief, 14:10-12.
•

A. The LORD sets a trap by leading Pharaoh to
believe that the Israelites were confused and
wandering around lost, trapped in the
wilderness.
B. The plan was that Pharaoh would then
believe he could take advantage of the
situation and bring back his runaway slaves.
C. God would get the glory and the Egyptians
would know YAHWEH was God.

•

(Exodus 14:10–12 ESV) When Pharaoh
drew near, the people of Israel lifted up
their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians
were marching after them, and they
feared greatly. And the people of Israel
cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to
Moses, “Is it because there are no graves
in Egypt that you have taken us away to
die in the wilderness? What have you
done to us in bringing us out of Egypt?
12 Is not this what we said to you in
Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve
the Egyptians’? For it would have been
better for us to serve the Egyptians than
to die in the wilderness.”
(Romans 8:6–8 NIV) The mind governed
by the flesh is death, but the mind governed
by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind
governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it
does not submit to God’s law, nor can it
do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of
the flesh cannot please God.

A. Setting their minds on the threat at hand
they panicked and were filled with fear.

II. The LORD’s plan unfolds to perfection, 14:5-9.

•
•

(Exodus 14:5–9 ESV) When the king of
Egypt was told that the people had fled,
the mind of Pharaoh and his servants
was changed toward the people, and they
said, “What is this we have done, that we
have let Israel go from serving us?” 6 So
he made ready his chariot and took his
army with him, 7 and took six hundred
chosen chariots and all the other

•

(2)

(Colossians 3:1–2 ESV) If then you
have been raised with Christ, seek the
things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth.
(Micah 7:7 ESV) But as for me, I will
look to the LORD; I will wait for the God of
my salvation; my God will hear me.

•

•

•

•

(1 Chronicles 22:19a ESV) Now set
your mind and heart to seek the LORD your
God.
(Philippians 3:19 ESV) Their end is
destruction, their god is their belly,
and they glory in their shame, with
minds set on earthly things.
(1 Peter 1:13 ESV)
Therefore, preparing
your minds for action,
Fear not
and being soberminded, set your hope
Stand firm
fully on the grace that will
See salvation
be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ.
(Hebrews 12:1b–2a
NIV) And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for
us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of faith.

B. In their great fear they could no longer
remember the powerful works of God.
C. In their great fear they could no longer see
God working in their behalf.
D. Their great fear blinded them to the divine
plan and limited their perspective to only
projected human scenarios.
E. Their great fear brought a spirit of discontent
over them in which they sinned as they sat in
judgment of the LORD and vented their
anger toward Moses.
•

IV. Moses commands them to not fear and to
stand firm so they could see the glorious plan
of the salvation of the LORD, 14:13-14.
•

(Exodus 14:13–14 ESV) And Moses said
to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and
see the salvation of the LORD, which he
will work for you today. For the
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall
never see again. 14 The LORD will fight
for you, and you have only to be silent.”

A. Fear not -> Stand firm -> See salvation.
B. See the threat disappear forever.
C. Be silent and watch the LORD fight for you.
V. The LORD commands Moses to quit crying out
and to tell the people to go forward, 14:15-18.
•

(Exodus 14:15–18 ESV) The LORD said
to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell
the people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift
up your staff, and stretch out your hand
over the sea and divide it, that the people
of Israel may go through the sea on dry
ground. 17 And I will harden the hearts
of the Egyptians so that they shall go in
after them, and I will get glory over
Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots,
and his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians
shall know that I am the LORD, when I
have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his
chariots, and his horsemen.”

A. The LORD had told Moses that he would
instigate Pharaoh and increase the threat.
B. Moses was commanded to quit crying out to
the LORD and to tell the people to move
forward.

(1 Corinthians 10:1–5 NIV) For I do
not want you to be ignorant of the
fact, brothers and sisters, that our
ancestors were all under the cloud
and that they all passed through the
sea. 2 They were all baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3
They all ate the same spiritual food 4
and drank the same spiritual drink;
for they drank from the spiritual rock
that accompanied them, and that
rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was
not pleased with most of them; their bodies
were scattered in the wilderness.

•

F. In their fear and panic, they decided that it
would be better to serve the Egyptians than
to trust the LORD to lead them to the
promised land.
G. In their fear they determined that the plan of
YAHWEH was a plan of death.
(3)

(Psalm 77:16–20 ESV) When the
waters saw you, O God, when the
waters saw you, they were afraid;
indeed, the deep trembled. 17 The
clouds poured out water; the skies
gave forth thunder; your arrows
flashed on every side. 18 The crash of
your thunder was in the whirlwind;
your lightnings lighted up the world;
the earth trembled and shook. 19
Your way was through the sea, your
path through the great waters; yet
your footprints were unseen. 20 You
led your people like a flock by the
hand of Moses and Aaron.

C. The LORD repeats and reaffirms the plan he
outlined in 14:1-4.

the threat.
•

VI. Then everyone did their part—the angel of
God, Moses and the LORD, 14:19-29.
A. The angel of God provided the necessary
diversion and protection while the plan was
implemented.
•

(Exodus 14:19–20 ESV) Then the
angel of God who was going before
the host of Israel moved and went
behind them, and the pillar of cloud
moved from before them and stood
behind them, 20 coming between the
host of Egypt and the host of Israel.
And there was the cloud and the
darkness. And it lit up the night
without one coming near the other all
night.

B. Moses did his part and the LORD did his part.
•

(Exodus 14:21 ESV) Then Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea,
and the Lord drove the sea back by a
strong east wind all night and made
the sea dry land, and the waters were
divided.

C. The people moved forward.
•

(Exodus 14:23–28 ESV) The
Egyptians pursued and went in after
them into the midst of the sea, all
Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and
his horsemen. 24 And in the morning
watch the Lord in the pillar of fire
and of cloud looked down on the
Egyptian forces and threw the
Egyptian forces into a panic, 25
clogging their chariot wheels so that
they drove heavily. And the Egyptians
said, “Let us flee from before Israel,
for the Lord fights for them against
the Egyptians.” 26 Then the Lord said
to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over
the sea, that the water may come
back upon the Egyptians, upon their
chariots, and upon their horsemen.”
27 So Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea, and the sea returned to
its normal course when the morning
appeared. And as the Egyptians fled
into it, the Lord threw the Egyptians
into the midst of the sea. 28 The
waters returned and covered the
chariots and the horsemen; of all the
host of Pharaoh that had followed
them into the sea, not one of them
remained.

E. The people walked through the Red Sea on
dry ground.

(Exodus 14:22 ESV) And the people
of Israel went into the midst of the
sea on dry ground, the waters being a
wall to them on their right hand and
on their left.

•

D. The LORD totally destroyed and devastated

(Exodus 14:29 ESV) But the people of
Israel walked on dry ground through
the sea, the waters being a wall to
them on their right hand and on their
left.
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