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Growing in the Knowledge of God and of Our Savior Jesus Christ
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1. Standing:We stand in righteousness before
God because we have obtained a faith on par
with the faith of the apostles, 1:1.
• (2 Peter 1:1 ESV) Simeon Peter, a servant

and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those
who have obtained a faith of equal
standing with ours by the righteousness
of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.

A. A grace decision—We obtain this faith because of
God’s gracious choice.
Obtain … to obtain by lot; to obtain
something by or as if by the random
casting of lots; often understood as
indicative of the divine will; to receive by
divine allotment; to determine by lot.

B. Peter is writing to the same group of people in
the first letter.
• (1 Peter 1:1–5 ESV) Peter, an apostle

of Jesus Christ, To those who are
elect exiles of the Dispersion in
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia,
and Bithynia, 2 according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, in
the sanctification of the Spirit, for
obedience to Jesus Christ and for
sprinkling with his blood: May grace
and peace be multiplied to you. 3
Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5
who by God’s power are being
guarded through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time.

C. Peter is writing to people to whom God has given
the ability to believe that they are accepted by
God only by the righteousness of Christ.
i. The people to whom Peter is writing

know that they must “be found” in
Christ and his righteousness.
• (Philippians 3:9 ESV) And be

found in him, not having a

righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that
which comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from
God that depends on faith.

ii. Many very religious people have a
zeal or an enthusiasm for God but do
not know God personally.

iii. The Jews in Romans 10 were zealous
for God but did not know God.

iv. They did not know him in his utter
holiness and majesty and might, and
so they did not realize the futility of
trying to establish their own
righteousness.
• (Romans 10:2–4 ESV) For I bear

them witness that they have a
zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant
of the righteousness of God, and
seeking to establish their own,
they did not submit to God’s
righteousness. 4 For Christ is the
end of the law for righteousness
to everyone who believes.

2. Opportunity: Our righteous standing before
God means we “qualify” to receive the blessing
of multiplied grace and peace, 1:2.
• (2 Peter 1:2 ESV) May grace and peace be

multiplied to you in the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord.

• (Colossians 1:11–12 ESV) Being
strengthened with all power, according to
his glorious might, for all endurance and
patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the
Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in light.

A. The dynamic of grace and peace being multiplied
is not based on God’s ability or willingness to
supply but on our ability to believe and receive.

B. The more we truly know him through living by
the words (aka personal experience and
fellowship) the more we are able to receive and
believe more data (knowledge about God).

C. When this happens our understanding of the

The Blessing of Multiplied Grace & Peace
OUTLINE … (2 Peter 1:1–9 ESV)
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nature and character of God expands
exponentially.
• (Romans 15:13 ESV) May the God of

hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

D. Multiplied joy and peace: God fills us with joy
and peace when we believe the truth about God.

E. Multiplied Hope: The Holy Spirit then causes us
to superabound (περισσεύω–perisseuo) in hope.

3. Divine Power: Because of our righteous
standing God is free to give us his power for all
things concerning life and godliness, 1:3.
• (2 Peter 1:3 ESV) His divine power has

granted to us all things that pertain to
life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him who called us to his
own glory and excellence.

A. Nowwe know these things: God gives us the
power for godly living through actually knowing
him—understanding the nature and character of
God—and trusting him with our lives.

B. So, filled with truth concerning the nature and
character of God and abounding in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit, the power and nature of
God become a reality in our lives.

4. Great Promises: Because of our righteous
standing God is free to make promises that will
enable us to share in his divine nature, 1:3-4.
• (2 Peter 1:4 ESV) By which he has

granted to us his precious and very
great promises, so that through them
you may become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped from the
corruption that is in the world because of
sinful desire.

A. The more we know God in this way the more our
understanding expands and the more we are
able believe his promises to us.

B. Knowing God in this way and believing his
promises we are able to walk in true godliness.

C. When we live according to the character and
nature of God, this becomes our reality and
living in this new reality is how we escape the

corruption of this world and our sinful desires.

5. Divine Motivation: Peter urges those who
stand in righteousness before God to make every
effort to build on what God has provided, 1:5-7.
• (2 Peter 1:5–7 ESV) For this very reason,

make every effort to supplement your
faith with virtue, and virtue with
knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with
steadfastness, and steadfastness with
godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly
affection, and brotherly affection with
love.

A. We are urged to make the most of God’s
investment in our lives.

B. This is what Paul referred to as working out our
salvation.
• (Philippians 2:12–16 ESV) Therefore,

my beloved, as you have always
obeyed, so now, not only as in my
presence but much more in my
absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling,
13 for it is God who works in you,
both to will and to work for his good
pleasure. 14 Do all things without
grumbling or disputing, 15 that you
may be blameless and innocent,
children of God without blemish in
the midst of a crooked and twisted
generation, among whom you shine
as lights in the world, 16 holding
fast to the word of life, so that in
the day of Christ I may be proud that
I did not run in vain or labor in vain.

6. The Blessing of Keeping: Peter instructs us
concerning the “keeping role” of the godly
virtues, 1:8-9.
• (2 Peter 1:8–9 ESV) For if these qualities

are yours and are increasing, they keep
you from being ineffective or unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these
qualities is so nearsighted that he is
blind, having forgotten that he was
cleansed from his former sins.

Avoid the pitfall of only knowing the data
and not knowing the Lord. A pitfall is a hidden
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or unsuspected danger or difficulty.

A. Growing in the practice of the godly virtueswill
keep us from becoming ineffective and
unfruitful in our knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

B. The person who does not grow in grace and
peace in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord becomes ineffective and unfruitful in the
very same knowledge.

C. Because this person lacks these divine qualities
he or she becomes blind to who God is and loses
sight of the precious promises.

D. Specifically in our text this person loses the
ability to believe God’s promise of cleansing
from sin.

E. Having undermined his faith with his
inattentiveness to the godly virtues this person
falls prey to fearfulness and a lack of assurance.

________________________________________

***Helpful commentary concerning two kinds of
knowledge discussed by Dick Lucas and Christopher
Green …

INFORMATION KNOWLEDGE [GNŌSIS]: Gnōsis is
the word Peter uses for “information
knowledge.” As he makes clear, that is the
kind of knowledge which we can add to or
grow in by being better informed about God
and his Word. We can have that kind of
knowledge by understanding Bible passages,
reading good books and being well taught.
PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE [EPIGNŌSIS]: But it is
dangerously easy to be a well-informed non-
Christian who misses the key ingredient,
which is Peter’s other word for “knowledge”,
epignōsis. It has the sense of ‘personal
knowledge’, the knowledge of a husband or
wife or good friend that goes beyond knowing
things about them and actually knows them.
[Lucas, R. C., & Green, C. (1995). The
message of 2 Peter & Jude: the promise of His
coming (pp. 37–38). Leicester, England;
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.]
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