
Setting Our Hope Fully on Grace

Grace

• (1 Peter 1:13 ESV) Therefore, preparing your
minds for action, and being sober-minded, set
your hope fully on the grace that will be brought
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
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Setting Our Hope Fully on the Grace of God

• (1 Peter 1:13 ESV) Therefore, preparing your
minds for action, and being sober-minded,
set your hope fully on the grace that will be
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ.

We are commanded to set our hope fully on the grace that
will be brought to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

How do we obey that command?
• (1 Peter 1:13 ESV) Therefore, preparing

your minds for action, and being sober-
minded, set your hope fully on the grace
that will be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ.

Therefore … in view of what God has done
in causing us to be born again to a living hope
(verses 1-9) … and in view of the passion with
which we should embrace this amazing
stewardship … if we are to honor God with our
lives while here on Earth, then we will obey the
command.

1. The Command: First, and most basic, we need make a
decision.
We need to decide if we are going to obey

God. We need to decide if we are going to live to
his praise and honor and glory. So we need to
decide to prepare our minds for action regarding
what God has revealed.

We need to make a conscious decision to
think through these things … to prepare our
minds with the information God gives us in his
word. We need to prepare for our actions now …
and the future actions of God. Next …

2. The Context for the Command: We are to be sober-minded
…
As I said earlier, Peter not only commands us

but he sets the tone for the command … he gives
us the context in which we make our decision to
obey.

We are to set our hope fully on the grace of
God in view of what he has revealed concerning

“the end”—the final chapter of life as we know it
here on Earth, the ultimate end of Earth history,
and the final revelation of God in his salvation
story—the apocalypse of Jesus Christ.

Here are some examples of what Peter has in
mind when he writes this … a partial but very
powerful snippet …

• (Matthew 24:29–31 ESV) Immediately
after the tribulation of those days the
sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light, and the stars will fall
from heaven, and the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will
appear in heaven the sign of the Son of
Man, and then all the tribes of the earth
will mourn, and they will see the Son of
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory. 31 And he will
send out his angels with a loud trumpet
call, and they will gather his elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven
to the other.

• (Revelation 5:11–14 ESV) Then I looked,
and I heard around the throne and the
living creatures and the elders the voice
of many angels, numbering myriads of
myriads and thousands of thousands, 12
saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the
Lamb who was slain, to receive power
and wealth and wisdom and might and
honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And I
heard every creature in heaven and on
earth and under the earth and in the sea,
and all that is in them, saying, “To him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and
might forever and ever!” 14 And the four
living creatures said, “Amen!” and the
elders fell down and worshiped.

It is essential to be sober-minded as we
think through these things so that we will be
able to grasp the sobering reality of what will
one day be at hand.

To be sober-minded is to be earnestly

We are commanded to set our hope
fully on the grace of God.

It is a command to believers in Jesus Christ
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thoughtful … marked by seriousness, gravity,
solemnity … realistic …

We also know that sober means … to not be
intoxicated … and here we will broaden the use
of intoxicated to not only not being drunk on
alcoholic drinks as is commonly associated with
intoxication … but not being influenced by
anything other than what we should be
influenced by … the influence of the Holy Spirit
of God when it comes to understanding the will
of the Lord. This was the Apostle Paul’s intent
as he wrote to the Ephesians as he exhorted
them to walk wisely.

• (Ephesians 5:15–18 ESV) Look carefully
then how you walk, not as unwise but as
wise, 16 making the best use of the time,
because the days are evil. 17 Therefore
do not be foolish, but understand what
the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery,
but be filled with the Spirit,

The Spirit of God, as he directs us and fills
us by the word of God, will give us the only true
perspective on life. We will not grasp the
significance of anything if we are drunk with the
things of this world.

The cares and riches of this world distort the
word of God for some …

• (Matthew 13:22 ESV) As for what was
sown among thorns, this is the one who
hears the word, but the cares of the
world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.

The love of darkness …

• (John 3:19 ESV) And this is the
judgment: the light has come into the
world, and people loved the darkness
rather than the light because their works
were evil.

The love of this world …

• (2 Timothy 4:10 ESV) For Demas, in love
with this present world, has deserted me
and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has
gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.

• (1 John 2:15–17 ESV) Do not love the
world or the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in
the world—the desires of the flesh and
the desires of the eyes and pride of life—
is not from the Father but is from the

world. 17 And the world is passing away
along with its desires, but whoever does
the will of God abides forever.

Back to our text …

• (1 Peter 1:13 ESV) Therefore, preparing
your minds for action, and being sober-
minded, set your hope fully on the grace
that will be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ.

3. The Content of the Command: The grace of God that will be
brought to us…
We need to set our hope on the only thing

that gives true hope—the grace of God that will
be brought to us in fullness and completeness at
the apocalypse of Jesus Christ.

So the obvious thing is that we need to know
what grace is, wouldn’t you agree?

Note our progression … Peter has sent down
the command to the troops … and we are ready
and willing to obey … we are preparing our
minds for action … we are approaching the
challenge with sober-mindedness … so now we
need to answer the question … what is this
grace that we are to set our hope on.

We can’t obey the command until we know
what grace is … not slogans … not pithy
statements … not abstract definitions that get
us nowhere … we need to know what is this
grace Peter is commanding us to set our hope
on.

So first …

A. The basic meaning of grace …

Grace (Greek - χάρις - here in 1 Peter 1:13 -
χάριν) is … kindness, grace, thanks, good will,
favor toward someone.

We typically define God’s grace as his
unmerited favor … and sometimes add …
toward those whom he saves. And that is true
but inadequate. We need an understanding of
the grace of God that will satisfy our need for
actionable information. We need to see grace in
action in the word of God.

God’s grace is his unmerited favor toward
those whom he saves, and although that
definition does not say nearly enough about
God’s grace to enable us to obey Peter’s
command, it is a very good place to start.

B. The biblical meaning of the grace of
God …

i. God’s grace toward us is unmerited.
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If we were able to merit grace in any way
that would imply works—something we have
done or could do deserve God’s favor.

However, if works are involved, then grace is
no longer grace.

• (Romans 11:5–6 ESV) So too at the
present time there is a remnant, chosen
by grace. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no
longer on the basis of works; otherwise
grace would no longer be grace.

In our next example, note the clear contrast:
by grace you have been saved—not your own
doing, not a result of works.

• (Ephesians 2:8–9 ESV) For by grace you
have been saved through faith. And this
is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, 9 not a result of works, so that no
one may boast.

ii. Grace is action—God’s action.
More specifically grace is the unmerited

saving action of God on our behalf.

We are saved through grace.

• (Acts 15:11 ESV) But we believe that we
will be saved through the grace of the
Lord Jesus, just as they will.

We were saved by grace—made alive by
grace. We were saved because God is rich in
mercy and because of his great love, but we were
saved by grace.

• (Ephesians 2:4–5 ESV) But God, being
rich in mercy, because of the great love
with which he loved us, 5 even when we
were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved.

Grace is God’s doing—a gift to us.

• (Ephesians 2:8 ESV) For by grace you
have been saved through faith. And this
is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God.

• (Romans 4:4–5 ESV) Now to the one who
works, his wages are not counted as a
gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who
does not work but believes in him who
justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted
as righteousness,

God saved us and called us according to his
purpose and grace. Note again the contrast
between the work of God and our works.

• (2 Timothy 1:9 NASB95) Who has saved

us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to
His own purpose and grace which was
granted us in Christ Jesus from all
eternity.

God chose us by his grace … God’s sovereign
action in our behalf.

• (Romans 11:5 ESV) So too at the present
time there is a remnant, chosen by grace.

iii. God’s grace is infinite in its super-abundance.
We receive the grace of God according to

God’s riches and fullness, and since he is God,
we cannot come close to comprehending the
extent of his infinite, super-abundance of grace.

• (Romans 11:33–36 ESV) Oh, the depth of
the riches and wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are his
judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
34 “For who has known the mind of the
Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 35
“Or who has given a gift to him that he
might be repaid?” 36 For from him and
through him and to him are all things. To
him be glory forever. Amen.

Can we let this settle into our minds for a
moment … we are speaking of an abundance
that is unmeasurable … and a generosity
beyond our imagination …

This is what Paul tries to communicate when
he tells us that we have redemption according to
the riches … the infinite riches because it is God
… of his grace.

• (Ephesians 1:7–8 ESV) In him we have
redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according
to the riches of his grace, 8 which he
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and
insight.

Another key concept in understanding God’s
grace is understanding that we receive God’s
grace from his fullness—everything about God
that makes God God.

• (John 1:16–17 ESV) For from his fullness
we have all received, grace upon grace.
17 For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ.

*****KEY … “fullness” … πλήρωμα [pleroma
/play·ro·mah/] … in the NT, the body of
believers, as that which is filled with the
presence, power, agency, riches of God and of



Christ.

From his fullness means everything about
God that makes God God. Because God is God
… because of his infinity … and his eternality …
then his fullness is infinite and eternal. So his
grace and wisdom and power and glory and
authority and riches … are infinite and eternal
… God won’t get more and he will never have
less … he is infinite and eternal … this fullness
from which his grace to us flows—“grace upon
grace”—is the “money in the bank” that covers
the check God writes for our salvation.

• (John 1:16 ESV) For from his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace.

From his fullness we receive … an infinite
supply of grace that is far beyond our ability to
comprehend. An unfathomable, unknowable
supply of grace that he determined in all eternity
to lavish upon those whom he has chosen to be
his.

Through his saving grace God intends to fill
us with his fullness.

• (Ephesians 3:19 ESV) And to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God.

• (Colossians 2:9–10 ESV) For in him the
whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10
and you have been filled in him, who is
the head of all rule and authority.

CONCLUSION: God’s grace is the foundation for our position and
standing before him.

MORE ACTION OF GOD ON OUR BEHALF …

(1) We are justified by his grace.

• (Romans 3:24 ESV) And are justified by
his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

(2) God’s promise rests on God’s grace.

• (Romans 4:16 ESV) That is why it
depends on faith, in order that the
promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only
to the adherent of the law but also to the
one who shares the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all.

(3) We stand in grace—this is our position
before God.

• (Romans 5:2 ESV) Through him we have
also obtained access by faith into this

grace in which we stand, and we rejoice
in hope of the glory of God.

(4) God’s grace abounds over our sin.

• (Romans 5:20 ESV) Now the law came in
to increase the trespass, but where sin
increased, grace abounded all the more.

(5) God is able to make all grace abound to
us.

• (2 Corinthians 9:8 ESV) And God is able
to make all grace abound to you, so that
having all sufficiency in all things at all
times, you may abound in every good
work.

(6) Grace reigns through righteousness.

• (Romans 5:21 ESV) So that, as sin
reigned in death, grace also might reign
through righteousness leading to eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(7) We are “under” grace.

This again speaks to our position, our
standing before a holy God. Our standing before
God depends not on our ability to obey but on
God’s ability to save through showing us his
favor.

• (Romans 6:14 ESV) For sin will have no
dominion over you, since you are not
under law but under grace.

We are covered over … submerged under …
caught in the ocean waves … and the river
flowing of God’s infinite, eternal grace … “under
grace” God only sees us as “the righteousness of
God” …

Lastly … If you don’t know grace, then
you don’t know God … The gospel will not bear
fruit in our lives until we understand the grace
of God in truth.

• (Colossians 1:5b–6 ESV) Of this you have
heard before in the word of the truth, the
gospel, 6 which has come to you, as
indeed in the whole world it is bearing
fruit and increasing—as it also does
among you, since the day you heard it
and understood the grace of God in
truth.

There is one gospel, the gospel of grace.
Believe in the Lord Jesus right now and God will
act in your behalf and save you by his grace for
all eternity.
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Grace Ahoy!


