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T 
o live in the abundance of the gospel we must understand the grace of God in truth ...

• The gospel yields its abundant “Spirit-fruit” in our lives when we hear the truth of the gospel and 
then understand the grace of God in truth in the gospel. In this “good soil” the Spirit produces 
faith and love that are worthy of thanksgiving before the throne of the Father.

• The truth of the hope that is laid up for us in heaven is that this hope is an objective reality 
grounded in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross.

• When we understand the truth of the grace of God in the truth of the gospel, then this objective 
reality of hope [reality outside of us] powerfully evidences itself in the subjective reality of our 
lives in faith and love [reality inside of us] that brings thanksgiving to the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ for his work in our lives. 

T 
he key to understanding the truth of the gospel is understanding the content of the gospel 

along with understanding the grace of God in truth in the gospel ... the truth of the grace of God is the 
biblical, objective reality of God’s decision to grant his divine favor—no strings attached—to us to 
save us from our sins from beginning to end ... and God will finish his saving work ... 

CruCial. absolutely essential. Vital. 

Key 
Understanding the grace of god in truth.

OUTLINE (Colossians 1:1–8 ESV) ...

1. Those who are “in Christ” are blessed with 
grace and peace from God our Father, 1:1-2.
• (Colossians 1:1–2 ESV) Paul, an apostle 

of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and 
Timothy our brother, 2 To the saints and 
faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: 
Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father.

A. Those who are “in Christ” are the holy 
ones, the faithful ones, the brothers and 
sisters.

B. Paul, as an apostle by the will of God, 
has the authority to confer God’s 
blessing of grace and peace to those who 
are “in Christ.”

2. Those who are “in Christ” whose faith and 
love give evidence of the work of God in 
their lives through the gospel provide an 
occasion of thanksgiving to God for this 
gospel work, 1:3-5.
• (Colossians 1:3–5 ESV) We always thank 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
when we pray for you, 4 since we heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love 
that you have for all the saints, 5 because 
of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of 
this you have heard before in the word of 
the truth, the gospel,

A. The thanks goes to the Father of our 

Outline, Commentary, Study Verses & Misc for “The Fruit-Bearing Gospel”

Lord Jesus Christ.

The faith and love that are worthy of God’s 
attention and Paul’s thanksgiving are the 
work of God—the giver, not the work of the 
Colossians—the recipients.

Paul is not thankful to them for their faith 
and love but thankful to God for his work in 
their lives through the gospel that produced this 
faith and love.

B. The faith and love that are worthy of 
thanking God for are evidence of the 
objective reality of a hope which is 
known but not yet seen.

• (Hebrews 11:1 NKJV) Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.

• (Hebrews 11:1 NLT) Faith shows the reality 
of what we hope for; it is the evidence of 
things we cannot see.

C. The wellspring/foundation for this 
thank-worthy hope is the objective word 
of truth found in the gospel.

3. Those who are “in Christ” experience the 
fruit of “the word of the truth” gospel when 
that person understands the grace of God in 
truth, 1:6-8.
• (Colossians 1:6–8 ESV) Which has come 

to you, as indeed in the whole world it 
is bearing fruit and increasing—as it 
also does among you, since the day you 
heard it and understood the grace of God 
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in truth, 7 just as you learned it from 
Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is 
a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 
8 and has made known to us your love in 
the Spirit.

Commentary by D. W. Pao

That Paul appears to be dealing with one 
set of teachings is perhaps reflected in the 
one solution that he consistently points to: 
the centrality of Christ and the finality of his 
authority. Those misleading the Colossian 
believers are accused of promoting teachings 
that are “according to human tradition” instead 
of “according to Christ” (2:8). [Pao, D. W. (2012). 
Colossians and Philemon (p. 25). Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan.]

circUmstances behind the text: To 
discuss the circumstances behind the writing 
of this letter to the Colossians is to deal with 
its purpose. Unlike a letter like Romans, 
Paul’s discussion in this letter appears to 
be more determined by a particular set of 
situations within the targeted audience. Unlike 
Philippians, where Paul responds directly to 
the false teachers abruptly introduced in the 
second part of the letter (Phil 3:2–4), this letter 
provides a consistent focus on what appears 
to be a set of false teachings propagated by 
some unnamed parties. Unlike Galatians, 
however, Paul’s rhetoric is relatively measured; 
yet compared to the closely related letter in 
Ephesians, Paul does seem to be combating one 
particular set of teachings in this letter. This 
is reflected in statements where Paul warns 
his audience not to be deceived by people with 
their “arguments” (2:4) and by their “empty 
and deceitful philosophy” (2:8), to be judged by 
things that “are a shadow of things to come” 
(2:17), or to be condemned by their insistence 
on certain religious and cultic practices (2:18). 
[Ibid (p. 25).]

The evidence, therefore, appears to favor 
a syncretism with Jewish elements providing 
the controlling framework. While this general 
position has been held by many in the past 
decades, further specificities to the possible 
outlook of such a system is provided by the 
proponents of a Jewish mysticism interpretation 
together with those who emphasize the 
significance of the local Phrygian cults. This 
position takes into account the significance of 
Jewish identity markers such as circumcision 
(2:11), Sabbath observance (2:16), and ritual 
purity (2:20–21) as well as the presence of the 
veneration of angels (2:18) and its related cultic 
practices (2:23) in this short letter. To call this 
a syncretistic teaching also acknowledges the 
reality of first-century Phrygia. A more precise 
label for such a false teaching may not be 
possible at the present time, but this general 
framework is sufficient as we begin our attempt 
to understand the various elements contained in 
this letter. [Ibid. (pp. 27–31).]

significance: This letter that addresses a 
congregation challenged by a form of syncretism 
has significant contemporary application in 
a society in which the “virtues” of pluralism 
and tolerance are exalted as most important. 

Instead of simply pointing out the errors of 
the various practices and beliefs promoted by 
the false teachers, Paul begins and ends with 
an intense focus on Christ as the foundation 
of the believers’ existence. As a result, one 
finds powerful theoretical and practical 
outworkings of a robust Christology. In this 
letter, the readers encounter a detailed portrayal 
of the unique identity and final authority of 
Christ, and this portrayal enriches the high 
Christology found elsewhere in Paul’s letters. In 
light of this christological confession, practices 
that compete with the sufficiency of God’s work 
in Christ are challenged and critiqued. Through 
this process, the contemporary readers should 
learn to dissect contemporary practices that 
equally reflect a betrayal of our christological 
confession.

In addition to the critique of the practices 
promoted by the false teachers, Paul also 
focuses on ways believers can live out their 
faith in Christ. Paul reminds believers that to 
worship Christ, who is the Lord of the cosmos, 
is to live a life that is consistent with our 
confession (cf. 3:15–17). Through lists of vices 
(3:5, 8–9) and virtues (3:12–14), Paul reminds 
believers that Christian ethics consist of a call 
to abandon a life of idolatry and to participate 
in the building up of the community of God’s 
people. In a striking way, he also illustrates how 
an affirmation of the lordship of Christ carries 
within itself a demand to consider oneself a 
slave of Christ (cf. 3:15–4:1). In an age that 
worships independence and individual freedom, 
Paul’s message provides a helpful corrective as 
contemporary believers continue to seek to be 
faithful to the gospel of the cross.

Finally, Paul reminds the readers of the 
final consummation of God’s act in Christ that 
is yet to come (cf. 3:1–4). Believers who live in 
the present age are not only urged to be alert 
(4:2); they are also called to witness to those 
beyond their own community (4:3–6). Missions 
is therefore properly situated at the intersection 
of Christology and eschatology. Contemporary 
believers who have been eagerly waiting for such 
consummation of God’s redemptive history are 
likewise called to maintain this eschatological 
urgency. Perhaps nowhere else in Paul does 
one find such an integration of worship, ethics, 
soteriology, eschatology, and missions that is 
built on the work and status of Christ. [Ibid. (pp. 
31–32).]

Excerpt by Phillip Holmes 
from God’s Grace Is Mind-Blowing

God’s Grace Is Not Like Man’s Grace
Part of how we view God’s grace is often 

birthed out of our experience with each other. 
Whether it’s a parent, relative, or our general 
view of mankind, our experience with sinful 
and broken people affect our view of our holy 
and righteous God. We’re unacquainted with 
grace, mercy, and truth that’s untainted by sin. 
Humanly speaking, though we’ve experienced 
grace, we’ve never met a person that embodied 
grace perfectly.

As I reflected on how we love and show 
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grace, two things stood out to me about man 
and our motivation to forgive:

Natural man is motivated to be gracious 
because man is aware (to some extent) that he’s 
just as guilty as the person in need of grace.

Natural man forgives others because he 
often only knows a small piece of all the other 
person is actually guilty of.

I’m sure there are more human motivations 
for showing grace, but from these two alone we 
discover two factors that play enormous parts 
in our ability to forgive — our own sin and 
ignorance.

Mind-Blowing Grace

As I began to process this, I was blown 
away. God is neither motivated by his own 
sinfulness nor enabled by his ignorance. He is a 
holy and righteous God, completely void of sin 
and full of goodness and love. He’s never made 
a mistake and can do anything but fail. He is 
perfect in all his ways. If he were a doctor, he’d 
never lose a patient. If he were a lawyer, he’d 
never lose a case. There is no moral compass 
that could measure how upright and blameless 
he is.

Nevertheless, when we, his sinful and 
rebellious prodigal children, spit in his face, 
wallow in our sin, and grieve his Spirit, he calls 
us to repentance with open and loving arms 
saying, “Come home, child.”

He’s not ignorant of all the ways we’ve 
sinned against him. He knows everything 
we’ve ever done and is able to stomach it. His 
knowledge of who we really are will never hinder 
his love for us. He’s even aware of the evil 
behind our righteous deeds. The intimacy by 
which the Lord knows us but is able to lovingly 
embrace us as his children is supernatural. 
God’s grace is mind-blowing. Every time I think 
of this reality, I’m brought to tears because I 
serve a God whose love and grace baffle me.

Knowing God’s Grace Through the Scriptures

Throughout the Scriptures, the message of 
this grace is proclaimed. Our God is “merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping 
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin” (Exodus 34:6–7). 
This grace is distinct to the Christian faith. No 
other religion emphasizes divine grace the way 
the Bible does.

This is why reading the Bible and 
communing with God is essential to Christian 
flourishing. The less we read and pray the Bible, 
the more blemished our view of God becomes. 
If you want the grace of God to blow your mind 
again, read your Bibles.

[https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/gods-
grace-is-mind-blowing]

Study Verses & Notes for Grace
• His grace is sufficient. His grace takes into 

account our weakness—our failures. In fact, 
our weakness becomes the staging area for 
his display of power and perfection through 

his grace ... (2 Corinthians 12:7–9 ESV) So to 
keep me from becoming conceited because of 
the surpassing greatness of the revelations, 
a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep 
me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times 
I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it 
should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, 
so that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me.

• The gospel is a gospel of grace ... (Acts 20:24 
ESV) But I do not account my life of any 
value nor as precious to myself, if only I 
may finish my course and the ministry that 
I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to 
the gospel of the grace of God.

• We are justified by grace ... (Romans 3:23–24 
ESV) For all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus.

• Through Christ we have access into this 
grace. We enter his grace by faith and stand 
and rejoice in hope and in our sufferings ... 
(Romans 5:1–5 ESV) Therefore, since we 
have been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Through him we have also obtained 
access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, 4 and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5 
and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given 
to us.

• Grace does abound where sin increases ... 
(Romans 5:20–21 ESV) Now the law came 
in to increase the trespass, but where sin 
increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 
so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also 
might reign through righteousness leading 
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

• This text speaks at least in part to intent. 
Grace abounds but our desire for grace 
should never be freedom to sin … (Romans 
6:1–2 ESV) What shall we say then? Are we 
to continue in sin that grace may abound? 
2 By no means! How can we who died to sin 
still live in it?

• Grace was given to us in Christ Jesus ... (1 
Corinthians 1:4–9 ESV) I give thanks to my 
God always for you because of the grace of 
God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 
that in every way you were enriched in him 
in all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as 
the testimony about Christ was confirmed 
among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in 
any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you 
to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
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Jesus Christ our Lord.

• We are who we are by the grace of God ... (1 
Corinthians 15:10 ESV) But by the grace of 
God I am what I am, and his grace toward 
me was not in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them, though it 
was not I, but the grace of God that is with 
me.

• Wow … It is not earthly wisdom by 
which we are trained and directed to live 
righteously but by the grace of God ... (2 
Corinthians 1:12 ESV) For our boast is this, 
the testimony of our conscience, that we 
behaved in the world with simplicity and 
godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by 
the grace of God, and supremely so toward 
you.

• God is able to make grace abound that 
we may abound in our service to him ... 
(2 Corinthians 9:8 ESV) And God is able 
to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all 
times, you may abound in every good work.

• Turning from the one true gospel is deserting 
Christ who called us in grace ... (Galatians 
1:6 ESV) I am astonished that you are so 
quickly deserting him who called you in the 
grace of Christ and are turning to a different 
gospel.

• We have redemption according to the riches 
of this grace ... (Ephesians 1:7 ESV) In him 
we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace.

• We were saved by grace ... (Ephesians 
2:5–9 ESV) Even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 
and raised us up with him and seated us 
with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For 
by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast.

• By God’s grace the name of the Lord Jesus 
is glorified in our lives ... (2 Thessalonians 
1:11–12 ESV) To this end we always pray for 
you, that our God may make you worthy of 
his calling and may fulfill every resolve for 
good and every work of faith by his power, 
12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus 
may be glorified in you, and you in him, 
according to the grace of our God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

• We have good hope through grace ... (2 
Thessalonians 2:16–17 ESV) Now may our 
Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our 
Father, who loved us and gave us eternal 
comfort and good hope through grace, 17 
comfort your hearts and establish them in 
every good work and word.

• The grace of our Lord overflows for us ... (1 
Timothy 1:14 ESV) And the grace of our 
Lord overflowed for me with the faith and 
love that are in Christ Jesus.

• We are to be strengthened by grace ... (2 
Timothy 2:1 ESV) You then, my child, be 
strengthened by the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus.

• God’s grace brought salvation ... (Titus 2:11 
ESV) For the grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation for all people.

• Justified by grace to become heirs ... (Titus 
3:7 ESV) So that being justified by his grace 
we might become heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life.

• The throne of grace ... (Hebrews 4:14–16 
ESV) Since then we have a great high priest 
who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession. 15 For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect 
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us then with confidence draw near 
to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

• We are responsible to help others live in grace 
... (Hebrews 12:15 ESV) See to it that no one 
fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root 
of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, 
and by it many become defiled.

• We are to be strengthened by grace ... 
(Hebrews 13:9 ESV) Do not be led away by 
diverse and strange teachings, for it is good 
for the heart to be strengthened by grace, 
not by foods, which have not benefited those 
devoted to them.

• God gives grace to the humble ... (James 4:6 
ESV) But he gives more grace. Therefore 
it says, “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.”

• We are to set our hope fully on grace … (1 
Peter 1:13 ESV) Therefore, preparing your 
minds for action, and being sober-minded, 
set your hope fully on the grace that will 
be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.

• God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble ... (1 Peter 5:5 ESV) Likewise, you 
who are younger, be subject to the elders. 
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility 
toward one another, for “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.”

• God is the God of all grace ... (1 Peter 5:10 
ESV) And after you have suffered a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and 
establish you.

• We are to declare the true grace of God and 
stand firm in it ... (1 Peter 5:12 ESV) By 
Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, 
I have written briefly to you, exhorting and 
declaring that this is the true grace of God. 
Stand firm in it.

• We are to grow in grace ... (2 Peter 3:18 ESV) 
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory both now and to the day of eternity. 
Amen.

• Some people would pervert the grace of 
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God ... (Jude 4 ESV) For certain people 
have crept in unnoticed who long ago were 
designated for this condemnation, ungodly 
people, who pervert the grace of our God 
into sensuality and deny our only Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ.

Study Verses & Notes for Hope
• Sarah’s example of hope in God that builds 

powerful, powerful trust and obedience ... (1 
Peter 3:3–6 ESV) Do not let your adorning 
be external—the braiding of hair and the 
putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing 
you wear— 4 but let your adorning be 
the hidden person of the heart with the 
imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet 
spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious. 
5 For this is how the holy women who 
hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by 
submitting to their own husbands, 6 as 
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. 
And you are her children, if you do good and 
do not fear anything that is frightening.

• Note the process that begins with our 
justification ... we are to rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of God ... (Romans 5:1–5 ESV) 
Therefore, since we have been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we 
have also obtained access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, 
but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, 4 
and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5 and hope does 
not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

• Paul ties his hope to the Old Testament Law 
and Prophets ... (Acts 24:14–15 ESV) But 
this I confess to you, that according to the 
Way, which they call a sect, I worship the 
God of our fathers, believing everything 
laid down by the Law and written in the 
Prophets, 15 having a hope in God, which 
these men themselves accept, that there will 
be a resurrection of both the just and the 
unjust.

• His hope connected with the promise to his 
spiritual ancestors ... (Acts 26:6 ESV) And 
now I stand here on trial because of my 
hope in the promise made by God to our 
fathers.

• God is the God of hope ... (Romans 15:13 
ESV) May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in 
hope.

• Christ Jesus is our hope ... (1 Timothy 1:1 
ESV) Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
command of God our Savior and of Christ 
Jesus our hope.

• Hope set on the living God ... (1 Timothy 
4:10 ESV) For to this end we toil and strive, 
because we have our hope set on the 

living God, who is the Savior of all people, 
especially of those who believe.

• Avoid the hope of riches ... (1 Timothy 6:17 
ESV) As for the rich in this present age, 
charge them not to be haughty, nor to set 
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy.

• The hope of eternal life that God promised 
before time ... (Titus 1:2 ESV) In hope of 
eternal life, which God, who never lies, 
promised before the ages began.

• Effectively waiting for our blessed hope … 
(Titus 2:12–14 ESV) Training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and 
to live self-controlled, upright, and godly 
lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of 
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 
who gave himself for us to redeem us from 
all lawlessness and to purify for himself 
a people for his own possession who are 
zealous for good works.

• Strong encouragement to hold fast to 
hope ... (Hebrews 6:18 ESV) So that by 
two unchangeable things, in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled 
for refuge might have strong encouragement 
to hold fast to the hope set before us.

• Our hope is a sure anchor … (Hebrews 6:19 
ESV) We have this as a sure and steadfast 
anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into 
the inner place behind the curtain.

• A better hope ... (Hebrews 7:18–19 ESV) For 
on the one hand, a former commandment 
is set aside because of its weakness and 
uselessness 19 (for the law made nothing 
perfect); but on the other hand, a better 
hope is introduced, through which we draw 
near to God.

• We are born to this living hope ... (1 Peter 1:3 
ESV) Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again 
to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead.

• God’s purpose before the foundation of the 
world that our hope would be in him ... (1 
Peter 1:20–21 ESV) He was foreknown before 
the foundation of the world but was made 
manifest in the last times for the sake of you 
21 who through him are believers in God, 
who raised him from the dead and gave him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are in 
God.

• Hope that saves but unseen ... (Romans 
8:23–25 ESV) And not only the creation, but 
we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 
for adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 
hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope 
for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience.

• Hope through an enduring commitment to 
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the word of God ... (Romans 15:4 ESV) For 
whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement 
of the Scriptures we might have hope.

• Prayer and the Spirit of God are vital to 
knowing the hope of our calling … (Ephesians 
1:15–18 ESV) For this reason, because 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, 
remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 
of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, 
that you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches 
of his glorious inheritance in the saints.

• Once we had no hope and without God ... 
hope was brought through the blood of Christ 
... (Ephesians 2:12–13 ESV) Remember that 
you were at that time separated from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel 
and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the 
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ.

• Called to one hope ... (Ephesians 4:4 ESV) 
There is one body and one Spirit—just as 
you were called to the one hope that belongs 
to your call.

• Hold fast to the confession—the objective 
reality—of our hope ... (Hebrews 10:23–25 
ESV) Let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for he who promised 
is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to 
stir up one another to love and good works, 
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.

• Faith is the fruit of hope ... and evidence 
of the objective reality of hope ... (Hebrews 
11:1–2 ESV) Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen. 2 For by it the people of old 
received their commendation.

• When we live in view of the objective reality 
of our hope stored up in heaven, then our 
lives of faith give evidence of that hope that is 
not seen ... (Hebrews 11:1–2 NKJV) Now faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the 
elders obtained a good testimony.

• We are born to this living hope through the 
resurrection—the objective reality—of Jesus 
Christ ... (1 Peter 1:3 ESV) Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he has caused 
us to be born again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead.

• We are to always be prepared to explain 
this powerful, unseen hope that evidences 
itself in faithful lives and devotion to Christ 
as Lord to anyone who asks ... (1 Peter 

3:14–15 ESV) But even if you should suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. 
Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord 
as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and respect.

What is objective reality?
Russell Glasser  

[Editor’s note: This is a very helpful but 
secular article. Pastor Dave]

Over on The Motley Fool atheist board, 
someone recently posted the question: “Could 
somebody please explain the term ‘objective 
reality’ to me?”

We don’t view the world as it really is; we 
interpret it with our senses and filter it through 
existing patterns in our brains. For instance, 
when I think that I see a blue racquetball, I am 
not really perceiving the ball directly. White 
light is striking the surface of that ball, all the 
wavelengths are absorbed except for those that 
we recognize at the color blue, and then the 
light bounces back to the surface of our eyes. 
The cells in our eyes transmit the pattern of 
photons back to our brain, which then looks at 
the pattern of light and dark shading, interprets 
the slightly different information from each eye 
to estimate distance, and then creates sort of a 
computer simulated model of a ball. Your brain 
tells you “That’s a blue ball!” and that’s what 
you think you see.

But senses can be fooled or misled, and your 
brain’s program can screw up and misinterpret 
what it’s reading. Then you can get a false 
impression of what you are seeing in the world.

Furthermore, you interpret a lot of things 
based on your memories of things that have 
happened to you in the past. If you see or hear 
about something that conflicts with the world 
model that was already in your head, you might 
reject the new information or file it wrong in 
your memory, because your brain doesn’t like to 
completely reorganize its existing patterns every 
time it sees something a bit odd.

So there’s a “real world” out there, outside 
your brain; and then there’s the “virtual world” 
that has been built inside your brain. The 
real and the virtual world never match up 
completely, but they can correspond to a greater 
or lesser degree. When you see a blue ball, you 
can be pretty confident that there really is a 
ball and it really has the property of being blue. 
The color blue is not really a “thing”; it is just 
a word that we use to label light at a certain 
wavelength. But there really is light, and it 
really has different wavelengths, and it really 
does bounce off of things like balls to show you 
the color blue.

When we talk about “objective reality”, we 
are talking about the world that’s really there, 
unfiltered, outside your mind. Our beliefs do 
not change the world, except to the extent that 
they lead to actions that alter reality. [http://
kazimskorner.blogspot.com/2007/03/what-is-
objective-reality.html]


