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Moses
Man of God & Model of Biblical Gentleness

1.	 The birth of Moses.
Moses’ birth came in the perfect timing of the 

providential will of God and in fulfillment of God’s 
promise to Abraham.

(Genesis 15:13–14 ESV) Then the LORD said to 
Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will 
be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be 
servants there, and they will be afflicted for four 
hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the 
nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come 
out with great possessions.”

(Acts 7:17–21 GW) When the time that God had 
promised to Abraham had almost come, the number 
of our people in Egypt had grown very large. 18 Then 
a different king, who knew nothing about Joseph, 
began to rule in Egypt. 19 This king was shrewd in the 
way he took advantage of our people. He mistreated 
our ancestors. He made them abandon their newborn 
babies outdoors, where they would die. 20 “At that 
time Moses was born, and he was a very beautiful 
child. His parents took care of him for three months. 
21 When Moses was abandoned outdoors, Pharaoh’s 
daughter adopted him and raised him as her son. 

2.	 The education and accomplishments of 
Moses.
We cannot overlook the fact that Moses had become 

a great man in this powerful nation. Having been educated 
with the best resources available, he grew from a baby born 
to slave parents to a man mighty in word and deed. 

(Acts 7:22 GW) So Moses was educated in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians and became a great man in 
what he said and did. 

3.	 The misunderstanding of Moses.
Moses had a sense of his calling but did not yet have a 

grasp of God’s timing as to when and how he would rescue 
the nation as their ruler and judge.

(Acts 7:23–28 GW) When he was 40 years old, he 
decided to visit his own people, the Israelites. 24 
When he saw an Israelite man being treated unfairly 
by an Egyptian, he defended the Israelite. He took 
revenge by killing the Egyptian. 25 Moses thought 
his own people would understand that God was going 
to use him to give them freedom. But they didn’t 
understand. 26 The next day Moses saw two Israelites 
fighting, and he tried to make peace between them. 
He said to them, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why are you 
treating each other unfairly?’ 27 “But one of the men 
pushed Moses aside. He asked Moses, ‘Who made you 
our ruler and judge? 28 Do you want to kill me as you 
killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ 

4.	 The refining and calling of Moses.
God prepared Moses for service through forty years 

of humbling and refining. This second step in his training 
involved removal from his royal lifestyle to the humiliation 
of living as a foreigner in a foreign land. And now after 
forty years, God now calls him to holy ground.

(Acts 7:29–34 GW) After he said that, Moses quickly 
left Egypt and lived in Midian as a foreigner. In 
Midian he fathered two sons. 30 “Forty years later, a 
messenger appeared to him in the flames of a burning 
bush in the desert of Mount Sinai. 31 Moses was 
surprised when he saw this. As he went closer to 
look at the bush, the voice of the Lord said to him, 
32 ‘I am the God of your ancestors—the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.’ Moses began to tremble 
and didn’t dare to look at the bush. 33 The Lord told 
him, ‘Take off your sandals. The place where you’re 
standing is holy ground. 34 I’ve seen how my people 
are mistreated in Egypt. I’ve heard their groaning and 
have come to rescue them. So now I’m sending you to 
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Egypt.’ 

5.	 The “God-readiness” of Moses.
Moses is now “God-ready” for the “God-task” before 

him—to free God’s people and to rule them. 

(Acts 7:35-36 GW) “This is the Moses whom the 
Israelites rejected by saying, ‘Who made you our 
ruler and judge?’ This is the one God sent to free them 
and to rule them with the help of the messenger who 
appeared to him in the bush. 36 This is the man who led 
our ancestors out of Egypt. He is the person who did 
amazing things and worked miracles in Egypt, at the Red 
Sea, and in the desert for 40 years.

6.	 The enlightenment of Moses.
Moses learned the most important lesson of our calling 

from God. It is not who we are but who our God is. Moses 
asked: “Who am I?” God answered: “I AM WHO I AM.”

(Exodus 3:11–15 ESV) But Moses said to God, “Who 
am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children 
of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “But I will be with 
you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent 
you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, 
you shall serve God on this mountain.” 13 Then Moses 
said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say 
to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ 
and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 
them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And 
he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent 
me to you.’ ” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the 
people of Israel: ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and 
thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.

7.	 The disillusionment and discouragement of 
Moses.
God further humbles Moses as Moses loses confidence  

and despairs under the weight of leadership. Thoughts of 
failure have him on the brink of giving up. 

(Numbers 11:10–15 ESV) 10 Moses heard the people 
weeping throughout their clans, everyone at the door of 
his tent. And the anger of the LORD blazed hotly, and 
Moses was displeased. 11 Moses said to the LORD, 
“Why have you dealt ill with your servant? And why 
have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the 
burden of all this people on me? 12 Did I conceive all 
this people? Did I give them birth, that you should say 
to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a 
nursing child,’ to the land that you swore to give their 
fathers? 13 Where am I to get meat to give to all this 
people? For they weep before me and say, ‘Give us meat, 
that we may eat.’ 14 I am not able to carry all this people 
alone; the burden is too heavy for me. 15 If you will treat 
me like this, kill me at once, if I find favor in your sight, 
that I may not see my wretchedness.”

8.	 The meekness of Moses.
Mighty Moses is recognized by God himself as the 

meekest person on the face of the earth. The same man who 
could easily kill a man in battle, or chase rugged shepherds 
away from the water hole, was known for his gentleness.

(Numbers 12:1–9 ESV) 1 Miriam and Aaron spoke 
against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he 
had married, for he had married a Cushite woman. 2 And 
they said, “Has the LORD indeed spoken only through 
Moses? Has he not spoken through us also?” And the 
LORD heard it. 3 Now the man Moses was very meek, 
more than all people who were on the face of the earth. 4 

And suddenly the LORD said to Moses and to Aaron and 
Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the tent of meeting.” 
And the three of them came out. 5 And the LORD came 
down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the 
tent and called Aaron and Miriam, and they both came 
forward. 6 And he said, “Hear my words: If there is a 
prophet among you, I the LORD make myself known to 
him in a vision; I speak with him in a dream. 7 Not so 
with my servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house. 
8 With him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in 
riddles, and he beholds the form of the LORD. Why then 
were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” 
9 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them, 
and he departed.

9.	 The anger of Moses.
•	The righteous anger of Moses.
(Numbers 16:1–15 ESV) 1 Now Korah the son of Izhar, 
son of Kohath, son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram 
the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of 
Reuben, took men. 2 And they rose up before Moses, 
with a number of the people of Israel, 250 chiefs of the 
congregation, chosen from the assembly, well-known 
men. 3 They assembled themselves together against 
Moses and against Aaron and said to them, “You have 
gone too far! For all in the congregation are holy, every 
one of them, and the LORD is among them. Why then do 
you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?” 
4 When Moses heard it, he fell on his face, 5 and he 
said to Korah and all his company, “In the morning the 
LORD will show who is his, and who is holy, and will 
bring him near to him. The one whom he chooses he will 
bring near to him. ... 15 And Moses was very angry and 
said to the LORD, “Do not respect their offering. I have 
not taken one donkey from them, and I have not harmed 
one of them.”

•	The sinful anger of Moses.
(Numbers 20:10–12 ESV) Then Moses and Aaron 
gathered the assembly together before the rock, and 
he said to them, “Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring 
water for you out of this rock?” 11 And Moses lifted up 
his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and 
water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, 
and their livestock. 12 And the LORD said to Moses and 
Aaron, “Because you did not believe in me, to uphold 
me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore 
you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have 
given them.” (See also

(Deuteronomy 4:21 ESV) Furthermore, the LORD 
was angry with me because of you, and he swore that I 
should not cross the Jordan, and that I should not enter 
the good land that the LORD your God is giving you for 
an inheritance. (Cf. 1:37, 3:26).

10.	 The faith of Moses.
(Hebrews 11:23–28 ESV) By faith Moses, when he 
was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, 
because they saw that the child was beautiful, and 
they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24 By faith 
Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to 
be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the 
fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach 
of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for 
he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, 
not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured 
as seeing him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the 
Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer 
of the firstborn might not touch them.


