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• Trust in man versus trust in the LORD … (Jeremiah 17:5–8 ESV)  

Trust in man ... Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who 
trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns 
away from the LORD. He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall 
not see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the 
wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.”  

Trust in the LORD …“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, 
whose trust is the LORD. He is like a tree planted by water, that 
sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat 
comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of 
drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.” 

• Recognize them by their fruits ... (Matthew 7:15–19 ESV) Beware 
of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly 
are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are 
grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every 
healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 
A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear 
good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.

• Fruit-bearing branches are pruned ... (John 15:1–6 ESV) I am the 
true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that 
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean 
because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are 
the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does 
not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and 
the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.

• Bearing fruit in our old age ... (Psalm 92:12–15 ESV) The righteous 
flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. They 
are planted in the house of the LORD; they flourish in the courts of 
our God. They still bear fruit in old age; they are ever full of sap and 
green, to declare that the LORD is upright; he is my rock, and there 
is no unrighteousness in him.

• The fruit of wisdom … (Proverbs 8:19 ESV) My fruit is better than 
gold, even fine gold, and my yield than choice silver.

• The fruit of the righteous ... (Proverbs 11:30 ESV) The fruit of the 
righteous is a tree of life, and whoever captures souls is wise.

• The fruit of our deeds ... (Isaiah 3:10–11 ESV) Tell the righteous 
that it shall be well with them, for they shall eat the fruit of their 
deeds. Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him, for what his hands 
have dealt out shall be done to him.

• The deceptive fruit of the wicked … (Jeremiah 12:1–2 ESV) 
Righteous are you, O LORD, when I complain to you; yet I would 
plead my case before you. Why does the way of the wicked prosper? 
Why do all who are treacherous thrive? You plant them, and they 
take root; they grow and produce fruit; you are near in their mouth 
and far from their heart.

• God giving us the fruit of our deeds … (Jeremiah 17:9–10 ESV) 
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can 

Still bearing fruit in old age ...
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understand it? “I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to 
give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his 
deeds.”

• Good tree—good fruit ... bad tree—bad fruit ... (Matthew 12:33 
ESV) Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree 
bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit.

• Chosen to bear lasting fruit ... (John 15:16–17 ESV) You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever 
you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I 
command you, so that you will love one another.

• The fruit that leads to sanctification and eternal life … (Romans 
6:20–23 ESV) For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in 
regard to righteousness. But what fruit were you getting at that time 
from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those 
things is death. But now that you have been set free from sin and 
have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification 
and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

• Bear fruit for God or bear fruit for death … (Romans 7:4–6 ESV) 
Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the 
body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has 
been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. 
For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused 
by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. But 
now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us 
captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the 
old way of the written code.

• The fruit of the light … (Ephesians 5:8–11 ESV) for at one time you 
were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children 
of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 
true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.

• Fruit filled with righteousness … (Philippians 1:9–11 ESV) And 
it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is 
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled 
with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to 
the glory and praise of God.

• Choosing the wrong tree from which to eat fruit ... (Genesis 
3:1–6 ESV) Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of 
the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did 
God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And 
the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you 
die.’ ” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 
For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took 
of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was 
with her, and he ate.


