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OUTLINE … Christ did it … Stand firm 
in what Christ did … Never submit to 
anything else.
• (Galatians 5:1 ESV) For freedom 

Christ has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again to 
a yoke of slavery.

Believe in what Christ has done.
Christ set us free from our sins with 

the intent that we would live in freedom. 
Every human has been born into slavery to 
sin since Adam and Eve disobeyed God in 
the garden of Eden.

• (Romans 5:12 ESV) Therefore, just as 
sin came into the world through one 
man, and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men because all 
sinned.

Stand firm in what Christ has done.
A. Stand firm in grace. Do not give in to 
the improper, incorrect, misguided use of the 
law—we are “not under law but under grace.”

God gave the law to expose and magnify 
our sin, not to save us and never as the 
means to make us righteousness. 

• Living under the law is trying to make 
the law do what it cannot do and was 
never intended to do ... is obeying 
the law in an attempt to accomplish 
something that is contrary to God’s 
purpose for the law ... is aligning 
yourself with the purpose of the 
law to accomplish what God says 
only grace can do ... is an improper, 

misguided effort at righteousness 
which not only is doomed to failure 
but contradicts God, his plan and his 
word.

• (Romans 8:2–3 ESV) For the law of 
the Spirit of life has set you free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 
death. For God has done what the 
law, weakened by the flesh, could not 
do. By sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh.

B. Embrace grace. Accept the supremacy 
and the concrete reality of the new covenant—
the new administration of grace.

Supremacy: the state or condition 
of being superior to all others in 
authority, power, or status.

The new covenant exceeds the law 
in glory and is permanent, while the law 
serves only a temporary purpose.

• (2 Corinthians 3:8–11 ESV) Will not 
the ministry of the Spirit have even 
more glory? For if there was glory in 
the ministry of condemnation, the 
ministry of righteousness must far 
exceed it in glory. Indeed, in this 
case, what once had glory has come 
to have no glory at all, because of the 
glory that surpasses it. For if what 
was being brought to an end came 
with glory, much more will what is 
permanent have glory.

The administration of grace is a better 
hope which sets aside the weak and 
useless law.

• (Hebrews 7:18–19 ESV) For on the 
one hand, a former commandment is 
set aside because of its weakness and 
uselessness (for the law made nothing 
perfect); but on the other hand, a 
better hope is introduced, through 
which we draw near to God.

The new covenant of grace is more 
excellent than the law and is based on 
better promises.

• (Hebrews 8:6 ESV) But as it is, Christ 
has obtained a ministry that is as 
much more excellent than the old as 
the covenant he mediates is better, 
since it is enacted on better promises.

The new covenant of grace makes the 
old covenant of law obsolete. 

• (Hebrews 8:13 ESV) In speaking of 
a new covenant, he makes the first 
one obsolete. And what is becoming 
obsolete and growing old is ready to 
vanish away. 

The new covenant is the true form 
of the reality but the law reflects only a 
shadow of the good things to come.

• (Hebrews 10:1 ESV) For since the law 
has but a shadow of the good things 
to come instead of the true form of 
these realities, it can never, by the 
same sacrifices that are continually 
offered every year, make perfect those 
who draw near.

Never submit to anything less.
  What happens when you submit to   

  circumcision or water baptism or any work   
  in addition to faith for salvation?  

1. You demonstrate that you are relying 

on something that you can do.

2. You demonstrate that you are not 
completely relying on what Christ has 
done—his finished work. 

3. You demonstrate that you are a 
“worker” and not a “believer.” And now 
you are now required to not only keep 
your additional work but the entire law. 

• (Romans 4:4–5 ESV) Now to the one 
who works, his wages are not counted 
as a gift but as his due. And to the 
one who does not work but believes 
in him who justifies the ungodly, his 
faith is counted as righteousness.

• (Galatians 5:2–3 ESV) I testify 
again to every man who accepts 
circumcision that he is obligated to 
keep the whole law.

Does everybody believe  
in the grace of God? Really?  
Every religious group seems 

to lay hold to some belief in 
the grace of God. But do they 
really? And is there a way to 
know? Yes, there certainly is. 

Grace is God’s unmerited, 
undeserved, unassisted super-
abounding favor. Grace is all 
God and none of us. So how do 
we tell? By this—Do you rely 
on works? Even one? Then in 
doing so you demonstrate that 
it is some God, maybe even 
mostly God, but also some of 
you and so not of grace.


