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We Preach Christ Crucified
“Finding our way through the fog of gospel confusion.”

It is not just rhetoric ... 
• What is rhetoric? Positively rhetoric is 

understood as the art of effective or persuasive 
speaking or writing. Negatively rhetoric is often 
regarded as lacking in sincerity or meaningful 
content; (in writing or speech) the undue use 
of exaggeration or display; bombast; artificial 
eloquence; language that is showy and elaborate 
but largely empty of clear ideas or sincere 
emotion. [From the English Oxford Living 
Dictionaries, Dictionary dot com and Your 
Dictionary dot com.]

Someone might insist that we need to “tone down the 
rhetoric” in our defense of gospel, or using the Apostle 
Paul’s excellent phrase—“the truth of the gospel.” But we 
must be able to clearly and objectively see that this is 
not just rhetoric. This is not the venom of some flailing, 
angry, critical condemner trying to put the fear of God 
into a wayward and sinful flock. 

This is not crying “wolf” ...
Okay, it is actually crying wolf but not like 

the fairy tale. There are false teachers that the Bible 
describes as wolves that are teaching a gospel that does 
not save—a gospel that keeps people under the curse of 
God. Words from the mouth of the apostle himself. There 
is one gospel. Preach any gospel contrary to the gospel 
that he preached and face the curse of God. Focusing on 
the gospel that Paul preached gives us clear direction, and 
it is the only way to cut through the conflicting opinions 
and competing theologies. 

No. It is not just rhetoric but the word of God.

• (Galatians 1:8–9 ESV) But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to the one we preached to you, let him 
be accursed. As we have said before, so now I 
say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel 
contrary to the one you received, let him be 
accursed.

How do we see “the truth of the gospel” through 
the fog of confusion that seems so pervasive in the 
“Christian” world today? What is our bedrock principle? 
There is one gospel and only one—the gospel that Paul 
preached. God set Paul apart for this one gospel, and Paul 
then delivered to us this one gospel. See 1 Corinthians 
15:1-4 for the essentials of this gospel.

• (Romans 1:1 ESV) Paul, a servant of Christ 
Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God.

When you think about it really, what could make 
more sense than we get our gospel from God, and only 
God, and that we are prohibited from adding anything 
to God’s gospel? A “no-brainer,” right? Not in the land 
of fallen humans; not in the realm of those who live in 
darkness. The realm of the natural mind—how a human 
apart from the Spirit of God receives and understands 
information—is biblically categorized as darkness. The 
Bible teaches us that Adam introduced the darkness of sin 
and death to the planet. Fallen, finite humans cannot make 
sense of the concept of salvation and eternal life. 

• (Romans 5:12 ESV) Therefore, just as sin came 
into the world through one man [Adam], and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men 
because all sinned.
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• (2 Corinthians 4:4–5 NLT) Satan, who is the god 
of this world, has blinded the minds of those who 
don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious 
light of the Good News. They don’t understand 
this message about the glory of Christ, who is 
the exact likeness of God. You see, we don’t go 
around preaching about ourselves. We preach that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, and we ourselves are your 
servants for Jesus’ sake.

God gave us our gospel so “we don’t go around 
preaching about ourselves.” When it is all God, all grace, 
then there is nothing we can brag about or take credit 
for. We preach that Jesus Christ is Lord. Paul’s gospel 
message is God’s amazing grace from beginning to end, 
front to back, side to side. We are foolish to inject our 
own ideas—going around preaching about ourselves. 
What would we or could we say? So faithful servants of 
God stay with the script. 

The confusion with the gospel comes because people 
do not listen to God. Either because they cannot listen 
or because they refuse to listen, they do not pay careful 
attention to the words written in his Holy Book, the 
Bible. The false gospels all have a common element. 
People are going around preaching themselves—their 
ideas, their plans on what needs to be done. So how do 
we cut through the fog? What is the antidote for the evil 
influence of the false gospel? 

We stay with the script ... We preach Christ crucified 
... No ad libbing ... And while we are discussing the 
complicated nature of sinners and the gospel ... Never 
forget this. People like their sin. 

God suffered this fool gladly ... 
I was there—liking my sin—many years ago. I grew 

up in church; pointed out all the hypocrites; scoffed at 
the goody-two-shoes. And much of it was justified. Too 
much in fact was true. More than there ever should have 
been was true—the hatefulness and inconsistencies, the 
gossip and insults, the condescending self-righteousness, 
the immorality hiding behind morality. “Believe you me” 
I had plenty of ammunition to fuel my rebellion.

But it really came down to ... I liked my sin. And I 
had no interest whatsoever in allowing God to spoil my 
fun. It was not until my sinful lifestyle led me to despair, 
that I finally “gave God a chance” to show me his way 
of life. Isn’t that pretty stupid—I “gave God a chance” 
to prove himself to me. How is that for grace? How is 
that for mercy? Foolish little idiot of a man “gives God a 
chance” to show him the way to eternal life. How big of 
me. And how great is our God.

You have probably heard the expression, “He 
doesn’t suffer fools gladly.” Not the intended meaning 
of the following KJV text but it has become somewhat 
popularized for someone who, usually brilliant in their 
field of study, is intolerant of fools. 

• (2 Corinthians 11:19) For ye suffer fools gladly, 
seeing ye yourselves are wise.

 But God did suffer this fool gladly. Here’s a 
caption for my story: God Most High pursues foolish 
young man hell-bent on destroying his life. 

What love, what mercy, what grace.

• (Hosea 6:7 ESV) But like Adam they transgressed 
the covenant; there they dealt faithlessly with me.

• (1 Corinthians 15:22 ESV) For as in Adam all 
die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.

Spiritual death means a dramatic separation from 
God, an infinite distance between humans and their 
Creator. An impenetrable darkness, an infinite gap that 
makes it actually and literally beyond the comprehension 
of those who do not believe. And those same people—
unbelievers—have another problem. The god of this 
world, Satan, has blinded their minds. They are doubly 
blind. On their own they have zero hope.

• (1 Corinthians 2:14 ESV) The natural person does 
not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are folly to him, and he is not able to understand 
them because they are spiritually discerned.

• (Romans 3:11 ESV) No one understands; no one 
seeks for God.

The “truth of the gospel” is beyond the mind of the 
natural man. He or she cannot grasp the concept of the 
grace of God in salvation through reason. And since 
this knowledge is not gained by reason but by receiving 
it from the Spirit of God, then these people are left 
spiritually bankrupt.

And no matter how clearly written this truth is in 
the Bible, it is impossible—not merely hard or difficult, 
but impossible—for a human apart from the work of the 
Spirit of God to receive this foundational salvation truth 
that we can be made right only by believing God for what 
he has done—by only believing in the finished work of 
Jesus Christ on the cross.

• (1 Corinthians 2:11–12 ESV) For who knows a 
person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, 
which is in him? So also no one comprehends 
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 
Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
understand the things freely given us by God.

• The church habitually loses the gospel. It’s 
not a new problem—the many revivals and 
reformations sprinkled across church history 
speak to the problem loud and clear. Today, the 
gospel is taken for many things: God making us 
feel better, or his making us prosperous. … Still 
others equate the gospel with laws for virtuous 
living; in fact, this confusion is so widespread 
that many look upon Christianity as a patrolman 
with a blackjack, come to put an end to all fun. 
All such perceptions paralyze the mission of 
the church: finding truly abundant and joyful 
life in Christ. Martin Luther saw this, and in his 
Lectures on Galatians (1535) he wrote, “For 
they suppose that the function of the Law is to 
justify. And that is the general opinion of human 
reason.… Reason will not permit this extremely 
dangerous opinion to be taken away from it by 
any means at all, because it does not understand 
the righteousness of faith.” [Bush, D., & Due, N. 
(2015). Live in Liberty: The Spiritual Message 
of Galatians (pp. xxiii–xxiv). Bellingham, WA: 
Lexham Press.]


