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• While the information provided in 
chapters 17 and 18 concerning the fall 
of apostate religious systems may be 
interesting and even helpful, the Bible 
teacher or preacher may wonder how 
this “overload” of information on Babylon 
may be conscripted for exposition and 
applied to the contemporary church. 
The answer lies less with the details 
(the laundry lists of spices, musicians) 
and more with the overview of what is 
pictured.

• First, there is no spiritual failure 
associated with the human use and 
appreciation of most of the commodities 
enumerated in the two chapters. 
The problem arises whenever the 
accumulation of these commodities 
becomes an obsession. The crass 
materialism of most of the world 
constitutes a form of idolatry. Wealth, 
its accumulation, and the means by 
which it is garnered becomes the end 
game. Like the Sabbath, wealth was 
created for men and not man for wealth. 
Since the supreme object of one’s 
devotion can become the god of his life, 
Babylon represents the enthronement of 
materialism as the condition prevalent 
in the world at the consummation of 
the age. An appropriate perspective 
regarding all things material can be 
contrasted with the conditions pictured 
in terminal Babylon.

• Second, Babylon represents not 
merely materialism out of control but 
also the corruption of faith by the 
idolatry of materialism, including as 
rampant materialism always does, its 
willingness to barter in the “souls of 

men.” The purpose of life is to establish 
and to maintain a relationship to the 
Creator/Redeemer God. Whenever that 
ceases to be the purpose of religion, 
injustice reigns, truth is forfeited, and 
what remains looks increasingly like 
Babylonianism. The poignant lesson here 
is that Babylon represents commerce 
and religion in unholy matrimony. Made 
further illegitimate by politics, this union 
purporting to represent God actually 
represents the opposite of all that God 
intended. Every church and every 
believer is subject to the siren songs 
of Babylonianism, and even those who 
proclaim the New Testament faith must 
constantly be aware of the danger.

• Finally, Babylonianism is not immune 
to God’s judgment, though she deceives 
herself into believing that she is clever 
enough to escape it. The judgment of 
Babylon is inevitable and thorough. 
And because all world faiths that do 
not follow the way of Christ and of the 
apostles and prophets are a part of the 
Babylonian system, the ultimate demise 
of Babylon will cause global sorrow and 
lamentation exactly as depicted in these 
chapters.

• The teacher or preacher can focus 
effectively on these critical lessons in 
this text, teaching the importance of 
doctrinal integrity and the appropriate 
understanding and use of wealth. In so 
doing, he may enable his people to avoid 
conditions like those that existed in the 
church at Laodicea. [Patterson, P. (2012). 
Revelation. (E. R. Clendenen, Ed.) (Vol. 
39, pp. 338–339). Nashville, TN: B&H.]


