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(Genesis 15:1–6 ESV) 

After these things the word of the LORD 

came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I 

am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 

But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give 

me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 

house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, 

“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a 

member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And 

behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This 

man shall not be your heir; your very own son 

shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him 

outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and 

number the stars, if you are able to number 

them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 

offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, 

and he counted it to him as righteousness.

(Genesis 17:15–19 ESV) 

And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your 

wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah 

shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and 

moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will 

bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of 

peoples shall come from her.”  !
17 Then Abraham fell on his face and 

laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be 

born to a man who is a hundred years old? 

Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 

child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that 

Ishmael might live before you!”  !
19 God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall 

bear you a son, and you shall call his name 

Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an 

everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. 

(Genesis 18:9–15 ESV) 

9 They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” 

And he said, “She is in the tent.” 10 The LORD 

said, “I will surely return to you about this time 

next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a 

son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door 

behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were 

old, advanced in years. The way of women 

had ceased to be with Sarah. 12 So Sarah 

laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn 

out, and my lord is old, shall I have 

pleasure?” 13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why 

did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a 

child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too 

hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will 

return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah 

shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I 

did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, 

but you did laugh.”

• A one hundred year old man was promised that he and his elderly wife would have a baby boy “about this time next 
year.” And that many nations and peoples would come through his offspring. He looked at himself and looked at his 
wife who confessed she was “worn out,” and he laughed. He possibly couldn’t even remember how many years it had 
been since he had thought about sex with his wife. And she was going to have a baby? Who would believe such a thing?

A mere Sunday School lesson? An ancient fable of the Jewish people? Or a lesson to be learned?

Do we believe God?

The PROMISE is based on FAITH. IN ORDER THAT —->>> The PROMISE may rest on GRACE. The PROMISE may be GUARANTEED.

“I’m gOiNg 
tO HaVe a … 
wHaT?!?”


